
 

Looking Ahead to January 20 

 

To kick off the new year, we have Chik Brenneman coming to be the 

speaker at our monthly meeting on January 20 at the Turn Verein.  Chik 

is the wine maker for the teaching program at the UC Davis Department 

of Viticulture and Enology and also a home winemaker.  He writes a 

regular column in WineMaker magazine on winemaking with various 

varietals.  Chik’s topic will be “Varietal Differences in Winemaking.”  

So plan to come to hear Chik and please don’t forget to renew your 

SHW membership. 

 

Wishing you all  

 

Merry Christmas  

& 

 Happy New Year! 
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SHW Monthly meetings 
are held  on the third 

Wednesday of the month 
starting at 7pm, upstairs at 
the Turn Verein Hall lo-
cated at 3349 J Street in 

Midtown, Sacramento.  For 
more information on SHW 
membership, meetings and 

activities, visit: 

www.Sachomewine.org 



 

As we wind down 2015 

I reflect on what a great 

year it has been for our 

club.  We’ve continued 

to grow our involvement 

in the community and 

educate those interested 

in the art of home winemaking.  We have 

strengthened our relationship with UC Davis, 

the California State Fair, and numerous area 

winemakers and growers.  Our membership 

numbers are near all-time highs and poised to 

continue climbing while we draw new genera-

tions of aspiring vigneron.  Our members have 

been able to experience some of the finest edu-

cational opportunities through the speakers and 

presenters the Educational Committee has put 

together.  In my view, there simply is no better 

organization to be a part of to learn about home 

winemaking and to be around other individuals 

who share a similar passion and interest. 

I could not be more proud of the work our Ex-
ecutive Board and Board of Directors have done 
steadying the ship and keeping track of so many 
details that ultimately keep our club moving for-
ward.  I’m also humbled by the high level of 
volunteerism that is routinely displayed by our 
membership.  Whenever there is a need, we 
seemingly have no shortage of those willing to 
step in and fill it.  I know I pass the torch of my 
presidency onto a very capable (and quite enter-
taining) young man who will far surpass what I 
was able to bring to the office and I look for-
ward to continuing to serve the club in whatever 
capacity possible.  With that, I raise my glass to 
all you and toast to a great year.  Happy holi-
days, may god bless you and your families, and 
here is an equally amazing 2016. 

President’s Message  

Please Enjoy Responsibly 
Far better than any Gold Medal, the best reward 
for making a great wine is simply enjoying and 
sharing a bottle with friends and fellow wine 
makers.  SHW wants to remind you to please do 
so responsibly and be aware of your capacity to 
drive and get home safely.  Our number one pri-
ority is making sure all SHW members make it 
home from club meetings and events without in-
jury to themselves or others.  If you find yourself 
or a friend a glass or two beyond being able to do 
so, please notify a club officer immediately so we 
can assist in arranging safe transportation home. 
 
—- 

2016 Officers Elected at November 18, 2015 
Meeting 
 
The Board of Directors is pleased to announce 
the new members of the 2016 Executive Board!  
The incoming officers are: 
 
Joe McGillivray – President 
Donna Bettencourt – Vice President 
Jacque Brown – Treasurer 
Bruce Currie – Secretary 
Fred Millar and Gin Yang (co-chairs) - Mem-
bership Chair 
Craig Brown – Member at Large 
Angie Cassidy – Member at Large 
Bob Peake – Member at Large 
 
2015 President J.D. Phelps joins the Board of 
Directors which is made up of the previous 4 
presidents, the current president, and historian 
(ex-officio). 
 
In addition to these two boards, the leadership 
team also includes president-appointed posi-
tions including hospitality chair, cellar master, 
chief judge, newsletter editor, and ad hoc 
chairs.  If you’re interested in volunteering to 
help your club, please contact President-Elect 
Joe McGillivray at pyramidlake59@gmail.com. 
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2015 Holiday Party 
 

Blustery winds and rain the morning didn’t keep party revelers away 
from the SHW’s annual Holiday Party at Sacramento’s Embassy 
Suites.  Over 70 members and guests munched and wined their way 
through the evening.    
 
Special appreciation goes to Holiday Party Coordinator Fred Millar 
and Fundraiser Coordinator Judy Pinegar and their teams.  The silent 
auction and raffle was a success generating almost $3,150!!  Many 
thanks to all who donated and also generously opened their wallets.   
 
At the party, outgoing SHW President J.D. Phelps was recognized for 
his fearless leadership.  Under his tenure, J.D. introduced innovative ideas and published informative 
newsletter articles. 
 
 

 
This year’s recipients for the Hal Ellis Memorial Ser-

vice Award for service over and beyond the crush went 
to Craig and Jacque Brown.  The Browns have been the 
Club’s hospitality coordinators, responsible for meeting 
room logistics before and after monthly meetings, in-
cluding securing volunteers for bringing the snacks.  
They have also volunteered their home for board meet-
ings, represented SHW and poured wines at this year’s 
Winemaker magazine’s conference, help in SHW’s 
equipment rental program, spearheaded the develop-
ment of beautiful Club banners, and volunteered for 
numerous Club activities. 
 

 

Vice President Bruce Currie was awarded the Bob Beck 

Memorial Award for his contributions to wine education 
and guidance to home winemakers. Taking the responsi-
bility very seriously, 2015 Vice President Bruce Currie 
secured a varied technical program for this year’s 
monthly meetings.  In addition to serving as SHW’s 
Vice President, Bruce was also the coordinator of the 
Education Committee providing guidance for Winemak-
ing 101, Winemaking 201 (pending), beginning wine-
makers activities, and coordinating other resources.   
Bruce also manages and runs the program for SHW’s 
newly implemented Wine Analysis Service. 



 

 

The California State Fair recognizes the im-
portance that home winemaking plays in the 
fabric of California agriculture and was 
awarded this year’s Community Service 

Award.  The Fair continues to support state-
wide home winemakers with wine and wine 
label competitions plus closely works with 
SHW on a home winemaking booth at the 
Fair.  State Fair representatives Michelle 
Johnson and Debbie Hardestry accepted the 
award on behalf of the Fair. 
 
 

Tom Montgomery was awarded SHW’s 2015 Winemaker 
of the Year award.  This is a fierce competition, and in this 
year’s competitions, Tom’s wines consistently placed high 
with golds, double golds, best of class, and best of region 
at SHW’s Jubilee, California State Fair, and Placer County 
Fair’s wine competitions. 
 
Congratulations to all!  
 
More party photos are on Sacramento Home Winemakers fb 
page. 

Page 4 

2015 Holiday Party, Continued  



 

 

2016 Membership – Thanks for Being a Part of SHW 
 
SHW relies on your support both as a member and a volunteer to keep bringing monthly programs and other 
activities to help you keep making good wine.   

2016 dues remain at $50 for a household for up to 2 people (same address), for the calendar year, January – 
December 2016. 

A membership form for your use is in this newsletter.  If your contact info hasn’t changed, no need to fill out 
the top portion but please write your name legibly so that we can credit your dues.  On the form’s lower 
portion, thanks for also telling us what you’re interested in and choosing volunteer interests. 

If renewing or joining by March 1, 2016, your subscription to Winemaking magazine renews/starts with the 
May/June 2016 issue. 

Other membership benefits include participation in members-only activities such as group buys, equipment 
rentals, entering your wines into SHW’s wine competition, and having your wines’ chemistry tested. 

Find detailed membership info at www.sachomewine.com.  

Have questions on membership?  Contact Membership Chairs Fred Millar at 916 576-9596 and Gin Yang at 
916 217-0294 and ginyangstaehlin@yahoo.com. 
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SHW Calendar of  Events 
 

 

• Executive Board Meetings – start at 6:30 PM; contact President-Elect Joe McGillivray for location; pyra-

midlake59@gmail.com. 

• General Meetings – start at 7:00 PM; upstairs at 3349 J Street, Sacramento 

• Meeting and event details -  www.sachomewine.com; see Events Calendar and latest Newsletter. 
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Executive Board Meeting 
Jan. 6, 2016, 6:30PM 

Wednesday 
All members are welcome. 

General Meeting 

Jan. 20, 2016 

7PM 

Wednesday 

Varietal Differences.  Guest Speaker:  Chik Brenneman, UC Davis Wine-
maker, Department of Viticulture & Enology 

Executive Board Meeting 
Feb. 3, 2016, 6:30PM 

Wednesday 
All members are welcome. 



 

 

 

CLUB EQUIPMENT: 
 

De-stemmer/Crusher: Matt Sainson (916) 833-4214 

ifermentgrapes@gmail.com 

 ( 
Basket Press and Corker: Jacque and Craig Brown 

Jbrown6766@gmail.com 

 
Filter: Donna Bettencourt 

(916) 454-5487 

Bettencourt1045@softcom.net 

 
Each item is subject to a nominal upkeep fee per use: 

De-stemmer/Crusher: $10 

Basket Press: $10 

Corker: $5 

Filter: 5$ 

We’re on the Web!  

www.SacHomeWine.com 

Mail To: 

Sacramento Home Winemakers 

 

 

SHW 

BOARD OF 

DIRECTORS; 

 

Donna Bettencourt-Past President 

 

Fred Millar—Past President 

 

Lynn Keay—Past President 

 

Gary Young—Past President 

 

 

SHW 
 

Elected Officers 
 

President: JD Phelps 
 

Vice President: - Bruce Currie 
 

Treasurers: - Steve Barrett/Mary Breedlove 
 

Secretaries: Joe and Lynne McGillivray 
 

Membership Chairs: Gin Yang &  

Fred Millar 

Needed! 

Volunteers for  

Hospitality. 

 
Choose a month 

to help the club! 

Duties are to purchase cheese and 
cracker and/or bread for the 

monthly meeting. The club will 
reimburse you for your expenses. 
Please cut the cheese and slice the 
bread. Most important when the 
meeting has ended, stay to re-

move the left over, package them 
and wash the tables. See Jacque or 

Craig Brown to sign up.  

INFORMATION CORNER 

 

C/O Steve Barrett 

PO Box 623 

Roseville CA 95678 

Postage: 


