
 

August General Meeting Program 
Gadgets, Gizmos, and Barter, Oh My! 

August 16, 2017 

 

Join your fellow home winemakers as we share our economic, ergonomic, and eccentric devices that we 

have developed either to save money, save time, save our backs, or otherwise use to solve home wine-

making problems.  Have you developed a unique way to keep your wines cool during our hot summers?  

If so, bring photos, or plans.  We will have several ipads for showcasing your photos if you bring a 

thumb drive. Have you figured out how to transport heavy carboys around your winery?  Bring the de-

vice and show us why you made it, how you made it, and how it works. Contact President Donna 
Bettencourt at donnab1045@gmail.com if you will be bringing a gadget to demonstrate. 

 

Also at this meeting, you will have an opportunity to bring your unwanted winemaking equipment, 

books, and magazines to sell or barter.  Bring a bottle or two of your wine and barter with a fellow 

SHW member, bottle for bottle.   

We will also be raffling off another barrel at this meeting.  I believe this one is a 30 gallon hybrid type 

barrel wherein the heads are made of wood, and the body of stainless steel. 

Based on input from members, we will also be setting up a “fix it” table where mentors will be sta-

tioned to sample your wine and give you feedback as to what might improve it, pre-bottling.  Or, if it is 

bottled, give you feedback. 

So, start looking in your winery or wine room and see what you can bring.  The tables will be arranged 

around the room for this free wheeling meeting, so come, mix, and mingle! 

The meeting starts at 7 pm upstairs at the Turn Verein meeting hall located at 3349 J Street, Sacra-

mento.  The building’s parking lot can be accessed by driving around the block to the back.  Doors open 

a little before 6:30 pm.  Bring your wine glass and a bottle of wine to share. 

 

Your help in setting up and cleaning up at meetings is appreciated. 

 

Please consume responsibly.  Contact a Board Member if you find yourself beyond your limit and we 

will make sure you get home safely. 
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SHW Monthly meet-
ings are held  on the 

third Wednesday of the 
month starting at 7pm, 

upstairs at the Turn 
Verein Hall located at 
3349 J Street in Mid-

town, Sacramento.  For 
more information on 
SHW membership, 

meetings and activities, 
visit: 

www.Sachomewine.com 

Join us on Facebook!!!  
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Just as the color of the red wine grapes has 
changed, so have the minds of our members.  
“I am going to make a white this year – no, 
too difficult, I have no temperature control.” 
Or, “Forget the Sangiovese, I am going for a 
Malbec!”  “I am going to buy ½ ton of Alex-
ander Valley Cabernet Sauvignon grapes; 
nope, too expensive.” But, ultimately, in the 
next two weeks, we will have made our deci-
sions, and we will live with them.  Time to 
mate our chosen varietals with the proper 
wine yeast.  Time to buy chemicals, and new 
testing equipment.  Time to check out our fermenters and our car-
boys, and our barrels for soundness.  (I once had a leak in my plas-
tic fermenter and didn’t know I was performing a saignee till it was 
running red out my garage door!) 

 Good luck to everyone this harvest, and especially to our 
new home winemakers.  If you guys make bad wine, it won’t be 
because you didn’t have lots of club mentors to call on and to sup-
port you.  Go to our website (www.sachomewine.org) and click on 
the “Member Resources” at the top, and then on “Mentors and 
Speaker Resources.”  Chose a mentor near you to consult with, or 
even drop by your winery prior to the harvest to make sure you are 
ready. 

 Serving on the Executive Board of the Sacramento Home 
Winemakers is a present that just keeps giving.  Not only have I 
learned a lot, but I get to hang out with some awesome winemak-
ers, and I get a say in what educational programs SHW presents 
and in its future.  I was tapped on the shoulder my second year 
with the club in 2008 by Fred Millar and asked to be Secretary.  
Heck, I couldn’t spell half the names, but I persisted, and have 
now served four terms as President, and three terms as Vice Presi-
dent.  I don’t regret it.  But, it is time for other members to step 
up.  Co-Officers are welcome, so that you have kind of a tag team.  
Executive Board meetings occur about 6-8 times a year and are 
1/3 business, and 2/3 sharing wine, food, and fellowship.  You can 
expect one of our club officers to call on you in the next two 
months and invite you to serve.  Say “Yes!”  A handout describing 
each of the officer and appointed positions will be available at the 
August meeting.  The election is at our General Membership meet-
ing in November. 

 Finally, join us at the August 16th monthly meeting for a 
free wheeling “Gadgets and Gizmos” night of fun and fellowship.  
(More information in this newsletter.) 

 Ok, really finally:  tickets are going fast to our annual Har-
vest Dinner to be held at Frasinetti’s Restaurant in old Florin on 
Saturday, August 26th.  Details were in the July newsletter and are 
also included in this issue of The Grapevine.  Deadline to sign up 
is August 16th.  Kick off the harvest with your fellow winemakers, 
great food, and the best home wine in California! 

Happy Winemaking,  

Donna Bettencourt 

Message from the PresidentMessage from the PresidentMessage from the PresidentMessage from the President    
Please Enjoy Responsibly 

 

Far better than any Gold Medal, the best reward for mak-
ing a great wine is simply enjoying and sharing a bottle 
with friends and fellow wine makers. SHW wants to re-
mind you to please do so responsibly and be aware of your 
capacity to drive and get home safely. Our number one 
priority is making sure all SHW members make it home 
from club meetings and events without in- jury to them-
selves or others. If you find yourself or a friend a glass or 
two beyond being able to do so, please notify a club offi-
cer immediately so we can assist in arranging safe trans-
portation home. 

 

  Thank you!! 
 

Generous thanks go to SHW volunteer and support-

ers for keeping SHW on top!  We’ve had a busy 

month!  Shout-outs go to: 

 

• Matt DiVisconte as guest speaker at the 

July 19 meeting talking about Wine Addi-

tives. 

• Volunteers for helping Jenny and Marcus 
Meadows-Smith at the 

July meeting with hospi-

tality and to all who 

helped set-up, get extra 

tables and chairs, and 

clean. 

• Many SHW volunteers 
devoting their time at 

the State Fair Home 

Winemaking booth. 

• Winemaking 101 Crew 
at Kathy and Ron 
Loder’s for a day of sharing, teaching and 

mentoring new winemakers. 

• Bob Peake for coordinating the 2017 SHW 

Crush shirts. 

 

Get involved!  SHW has numerous volunteer op-

portunities.  Interested?  Contact President Donna 

Bettencourt at donnab1045@gmail.com. 
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No Wine Analysis Service in August 

Bruce will be on vacation at the time of the August 16 SHW meeting so the wine analysis ser-

vice will not be available.  Save your samples and bring them to the September meeting.  

Thank you for your patience. 

 

 

Sacramento Home Winemakers in the Sacramento Bee 
 
The Bee published a fun article in their August 2, 2017 edition highlighting home winemaking and 
featured SHW’s Winemaking 101 workshop.  The article with photos of  Ron and Kath Loder can 
be found at this link:  http://www.sacbee.com/food-drink/article164267072.html.  Photos cour-
tesy of  Randall Benton/Sacramento Bee. 
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State Fair Home Wine Making Booth 
 

 

The California State Fair finished its 2017 run and home winemakers statewide were proud to 

be a part of the highlights of California.  The home winemaking booth was front and center in 

Building B at Cal Expo and was surrounded by California’s scenic and agricultural bounties.  

Hearty thanks go to SHW members who staffed shifts at the booth, talking to fair goers about 

home winemaking, and extra thanks to the wine makers who pulled multiple shifts, are new to 

SHW, members we don’t often see at the monthly meetings due to time constraints, and to for-

mer and non-members including volunteers from nearby sister home winemaking clubs. 

 

 

Below are the booth volunteers (we hope we captured everyone).  Special thanks to Robert 

Wharton who set-up and managed an easy way to sign-up and to Coordinator Fred Millar who 

tirelessly encouraged all to participate. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Terry Piazza-Perham Pauline & Peter Buck Doug & Debbie Stevens 

Alan & Peggy Piccardo Linda & Mike Skinner Donna Bettencourt 

Linda Clevenger Seth Brunner Mark Davis 

Paul & Nancy Baldwin Fred Millar Joe & Lynne McGillivray 

Joe & Cori Morgan Jim & Elizabeth Simi Bill Staehlin 

Sandy Sakata Thad & Heather Rodgers Craig & Jacque Brown 

Bruce & Barbara Currie Steve Barrett Mary Breedlove 

Ed Shepard Robert Wharton Jay Shepherd 

Melody & Gary Palmero Andy Bambauer Lynn Keay 

Jenny Keay Gin Yang   
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Winemaking 101 – July 22, 2017 
 

We’ve heard that it takes a lot of beer to make good wine.  But, we’re not going to just leave it to Pliny the 

Elder – enter Winemaking 101.  Kathy and Ron Loder again offered their beautiful home and winery for the 

annual workshop filled with 2 dozen new winemakers, wine talk, basic steps, equipment demonstration, yeast, 

chemistry, food, wine, and winemaking dreams. 

 

SHW thanks the Winemaking 101 crew for sharing their day, expertise, and experiences: 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Ron Loder Kathy Loder Bruce Currie 

Thad Rodgers Joe Morgan Tiffany Van Dyke 

J.D. Phelps Christa Ring Cindie Gunderson 

Steve Barrett Daniel Wong Tom Gerber 

Jim Ring Donna Bettencourt Dean Yomogida 

Bill Staehlin Gin Yang   
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2017 SHW Harvest Dinner 
 

Saturday, August 26 
5:00 PM Wine/Appetizers -  6:30 PM Buffet 

 
Frasinetti’s Winery and Restaurant 
7395 Frasinetti Road - Sacramento 

 

The SHW Harvest dinner is a great opportunity to relax and enjoy a casual evening 
with fellow winemakers. Bring your harvest stories and wines to pair with Frasinetti’s 
Vintners Buffet!  
 
Assorted Pinwheel Wraps  
Mixed Green Salad – Fresh Seasonal Fruits – Assorted Breads – Penne Napoleon 
Pasta – Rigatoni Tuscano – Grilled Chicken Marsala – Braised Beef Delmonico – 
Seasonal Vegetables - Dessert/Coffee 
 
Complimentary Corkage - No Host Bar Available  
 
$40 SHW members - $45 non-SHW members  
 
 
Cut here ---------------------------------------------------------------------------------  
 
2017 SHW Harvest Dinner Reservations  
 
Please make your reservations by August 15th. 
Complete this form and mail, along with your check to: Treasurer Jacque Brown * 
1616 Berkeley Way * Sacramento 95819   
Questions? Please contact Sue Summersett: sbsummer2002@yahoo.com 
 
Print Your Name(s) __________________________________  
 
Phone Number _________________________  
_____ SHW Member(s) Attending @ $40 ______ 
_____ Non-SHW Member Attending @ $45_____ 
 
$______ Total Remittance  

 



 

 

SHW Calendar of Events 

 

• Executive Board Meetings –6:30 PM start; contact Prez Donna Bettencourt for location; don-

nab1045@gmail.com. 

• General Meetings –7:00 PM start; upstairs at 3349 J Street, Sacramento 

• Meeting and event details -  www.sachomewine.com;  see Events Calendar and latest Newsletter. 
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SHW Calendar of  Events 

General Meeting 
August 16, 7 PM 

Wednesday 

Gadget and Gizmos - Show and Tell & Swap 

Club members bring their creative winemaking items 

Vineyard Walk 
August 19 

Saturday 

Phelps Phamily Pharms, Lodi 

New Winemakers Group 

Harvest Dinner 
August 26 

Saturday Evening 

Frasenetti Winery, Sacramento 

Details in this newsletter. 

Contact Sue Summersett:  sbsummer2002@yahoo.com 

General Meeting 
September 20, 7 PM 

Wednesday 

Olive Oil / Balsamic Vinegar / Wine Pairings 

We Olive Presents 

General Meeting 
October 18, 7 PM 

Wednesday 

Bubblies, Fruits, Fortifieds, Sweets Evaluation 

Guest Evaluator:  Scott Harvey 

General Meeting 
November 15, 7PM 

Wednesday 
Annual Meeting, Tasting of Gold Medalists 

Holiday Party 
December 13 

Wednesday 

Holiday Dinner and Fundraiser 

Turn Verein 



 

Club Equipment Loan Program 

Destemmer-Crusher: RENTAL FEE—$25 

Contact: Matt Sainson (916) 833-4214 

ifermentgrapes@gmail.com 

 
Basket Press—RENTAL FEE—$10 

Craig Brown—(916) 203-9961 

 

Super Jet Buon Vino Filter - RENTAL FEE $5 

Contact Donna Bettencourt (916) 454-5487 

donnab1045@gmail.com 

 

For Information on how to Clean and Use the Super Jet Fil-

ter see videos: http://www.buonvino.com/videos.html 
 

NEW! Scales for Weighing Grapes – RENTAL FEE – $10. 
Scales can be made to tare to container, and weigh up to 400 pounds 

Contact: Craig Brown—(916) 203-9961 

 

All equipment must be returned clean 
 

Additional information can be found at  

http://www.sachomewine.com/member-services/winemaking-

equipment-loan-program/ 

We’re on the Web!  www.SacHomeWine.com 

 

 

 

Mail To: 

2017 BOARD OF DIRECTORS  

Fred Millar — Chair (past president) 

Gary Young (past president) 

J. D. Phelps  (past president 

Joe McGillivray (past president) 

Donna Bettencourt (current president) 

 

2017 Executive Board 

President - Donna Bettencourt 

Vice President - Vacant 

Treasurer - Jacque Brown 

Secretary - Bruce Currie 

Membership Chairs - Gin Yang &  

Fred Millar 

Members at Large 

Angie Cassidy 

Bob Peake 

Craig Brown 

2017 Committees 

Competition Committee Chair— Vacant  

Education Committee Chair — Gin Yang 

Fundraising Committee Chair — Vacant 

Events Committee Chair — Vacant 

Needed! Volunteers for 

Monthly Meeting  

Hospitality  

Choose a month to help the 

club! 

Bring cubed cheese and sliced 
bread as snacks to the monthly 
meeting.  SHW will reimburse 
for food cost.  Set out food at 
the beginning of  meeting and 
at the end of  evening, package 
up leftover, and help clean ta-
bles.  Please contact Hospitality 
Coordinator Mary Breedlove at 
marybreedlove@sbcglobal.net 
for more information. 

INFORMATION CORNER 

Postage: 

 

2017 Appointed Members 

Cellar Master — Joe Morgan 

Chief Judge — Donna Bettencourt 

Hospitality Chair — Mary Breedlove 

Newsletter Editor — Kevin Hubred 

Web Manager — Judy Pinegar 

 

Return Address: 

Sacramento Home  

Winemakers 

C/O Jacque Brown 

1616 Berkeley Way 

Sacramento, CA 95819 


