
 

2016 Sacramento Home Winemakers Awards 

The Sacramento Home Winemaker’s Board of Directors announced the following re-
cipients of the 2016 Annual Awards at the Holiday Party.  They are: 

 

Hal Ellis Memorial Award 

The Hal Ellis memorial award is given to a club member who has contributed “above 
and beyond the crush” to SHW.  This year’s recipient is Thad Rogers.  Thad trans-
ported countless tons of fruit to member homes during this year’s crush, organized 
glass buys, and supported the cellar at our annual Jubilee Competition.  Thank you 
Thad! 

Rookie of the Year Award 

This award is given on an occasional basis to the member who may be fairly new to 
the club but who has shown an adventurous spirit and a passion for home winemaking 
that is rare. Kevin Lemay is our Rookie of the Year.  Kevin only in 2016 began enter-
ing his wines, but scored big with silvers in this year’s Jubilee Competition.  In No-
vember of this year, he presented his Petit Syrah Port for evaluation and blew us all 
away.  Congratulations Kevin! 

Community Partner Award 

Beginning with a Petit Syrah focus group in 2011 led by Donna Bettencourt and 
through the 2016 harvest, Bogle Winery has consistently provided quality fruit to 
members of SHW, led vineyard walks pre-harvest, and encouraged home winemakers.  
We wish to particularly thank Warren Bogle for his sincere support of home winemak-
ers.  As he once said, after participating with us in 2011 during a 2013 PS tasting at the 
winery:  “I think I would like to become a home winemaker!”  Thank you Warren and 
Bogle Winery! 

Stu Shafer Award 

This award is given to a member of SHW who has most improved their home wine-
making processes and results.  This year’s award goes to Sue and Bob Summersett.  
Having previously scored “only” silver medals, they broke through this year, earning 
gold and double gold awards in competitions.  Well done! 
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SHW Monthly meet-
ings are held  on the 

third Wednesday of the 
month starting at 7pm, 

upstairs at the Turn 
Verein Hall located at 
3349 J Street in Mid-

town, Sacramento.  For 
more information on 
SHW membership, 

meetings and activities, 
visit: 

www.Sachomewine.com 

Join us on Facebook!!!  

 



 

Merry Christmas my fellow 

winemakers and enthusiasts!  

At last, we have arrived at 

the most meaningful and 

hectic time of year.  Time to 

reflect back on what has 

transpired these last twelve 

months and take in all the 

positive things that have 

happened in our lives.  Not 

just here at SHW but in our own personal lives.  Hold 

the good memories close to help lessen the impact of 

those that aren’t. 

It’s been an incredibly fulfilling year for me as your 

2016 SHW President.  I thank you for the opportunity 

to act in that capacity and for your support.  I take to 

heart all of the positive comments and feedback I’ve 

received on how the Club has performed the quality of 

our programs and how the meetings are run.  You’ve 

made it easy for me; you volunteered your time and 

effort for Club functions, participated in meetings, 

brought your wines to evaluations and helped set-up 

and tear-down after we’ve had our fun.  I am grateful 

to be a member of this awesome group of people! 

When Lynne and I first started attending meetings, I 

was impressed at how the Club business was attended 

to and we soon found ourselves as the Club Secre-

tary’s in 2014.  I learned quickly it was the members 

of the Executive Board and Appointed Chairpersons 

that are the driving force behind this Club.  I am 

amazed at the level of quality we found in the speak-

ers that present to us, the evaluators, educational pro-

grams, group buys, competitions and the Jubilee.  All 

of this is planned, organized and put together by 

someone from the Executive Board or an Appointee 

who was successful in gathering others to volunteer 

for all the tasks that are needed or reaching out to pro-

fessionals in the industry.  Many of our speakers are 

long-time home winemaking supporters and have 

been promoting wine education among our members 

for years.  Those supporters are happy to speak to our 

President’s Message  

membership but someone has to coordinate when 

and what they’ll be talking to us about.  My hat’s 

off to the other members of the Executive Board 

who have truly pulled it off.  Their support and 

dedication has advanced the Clubs presence and 

strengthened its standing in the community.  

SHW is asked to pour homemade wines at the 

Robert Mondavi Institute for Wine and Food Sci-

ence, we get to do the staging and wine collection 

for the State Fair competition and we’re known 

among the wine education department at UC 

Davis.  Many of the commercial wineries in the 

Foothills around Sacramento are familiar with 

SHW.  For all of the time and effort that was put 

forth in bringing these positive impacts to the 

Club, I want to extend my gratitude and thanks to 

Vice President and Chief Judge, Donna Betten-

court, Treasurer Jacque Brown, Secretary Bruce 

Currie, Board Members at Large, Bob Peake, 

Craig Brown and Angie Cassidy (also Hospitality 

Chair), Membership Chairs Gin Yang and Fred 

Millar, UC Davis Liaison Seth Brunner, Newslet-

ter Editor, Kevin Hubred and Cellar Master and 

Competition Chair Henry Wilkinson.  You are all 

caring and talented individuals and I’m honored 

to have been part of the team.  Thank you! 

______________________________________ 

 

Tidbits 

Missing:  someone at the November meeting took 

off with a crush T-shirt a table that belongs to some-

one else …perhaps the shirt was mistakenly taken?  

Please return.  No questions asked.  Text/call Gin at 

916 217-0294. 

 

2016 Jubilee Ribbons:  if you still haven’t picked up 

your shiny ribbons from this year’s competition, 

please secure them from Chief Judge Donna Betten-

court at the January 2017 meeting. 
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Bob Beck Award 

Education of members is the mission of SHW.  This award is given to a member who has most contributed to 
the education of both new and veteran home winemakers.  In his quiet way, this member circulates amongst you 
answering questions, opens his home for crushing while educating, served as a panel member at Winemaking 201 
and serves on the Education Committee.  This year’s award goes to none other than Henry Wilkinson,  By the 
way, this is his second time winning this award!  We thank you Henry. 

 

President’s Award 

Every year, a member steps up to assume the duties of President, despite their own personal and family commit-
ments.  It takes a passionate home winemaker with a dedication to our club to organize the many tasks of the 
Executive Board.  This year, Joe McGillivray was that person.  Relatively new to the club, he took the plunge af-
ter serving as Secretary for two terms.  For twelve months, Joe led the Executive Board, sorted out some pretty 
complicated tasks, and “moved the football” towards the SHW goal of providing quality monthly educational 
programs, facilitating group buys for grapes, and continuing our relationships with not only the California State 
Fair, but UCD Davis, and local vineyards.  We thank you Joe!  And, we thank Lynn, his wife, or supporting Joe! 

 

Winemaker of the Year 

This award is by application only.  Those who apply know that they have had a great year in competitions. Be-
cause this competition requires members to score well in both the Jubilee Competition and the State Fair, as well 
as in another organized competition, their entry shows that they make excellent wine at home consistently. 

This year’s 3 runner ups include: 

 

Bruce Currie with a score of 82.  Bruce (Winemaking 101 Class of 2013) had a break out year not only with the 
quality of his wine (Double Gold and Golds) but for the variety of wines he made.  Congrats Bruce! 

 

Pilar Millar with a score of 112.66.  Pilar shows that her wines literally get better with age.  She earned gold in 
the Jubilee, double Gold at the Orange County Fair, and Golds at the State Fair!  Congrats Pilar! 

 

Don and Gayle Koehler with a score of 122.  Don and Gayle had an amazing competition year, scoring 4 
Golds at the Jubilee and a Double Gold, Gold at the State Fair, and BOS and Gold at the Placer County Fair.  
Congrats Don and Gayle! 

 

The 2016 Winemaker of the Year is:  David Hicks with an amazing score of 125 points.  When David won in 
2014, his score was “only” 119. 

 

With 5 Double Golds and Golds at the Orange County Fair, State Fair Best of Class for his Chardonnay as well 
as Double Golds and Golds, and Best of White Wine at the Jubilee, David showed again his facility with not 
only  sourcing quality grapes, but producing excellent home wines.  Congratulations David! 

 

Awards Continued 



 

 

You Are the Best! 

Our members’ generous efforts are very appreciated – thank you for the love: 

Sue Summersett for coordinating October’s Harvest Dinner at Club Pheasant in West Sacramento, 

Dave Dart for evaluating November’s fruit and port wines, and sharing port history and port tips. 

Volunteers who help with the meeting hospitality.  Hospitality coordinator Angie Cassidy welcomes your 

help. 

Volunteers for helping clean up after the meeting, and particularly to Mary Breedlove who after every meet-

ing she comes to ensures that the tables are devoid of wine stains and all is put away. 

Donna Brown and Krista Ring and Raffle Ticket Buyers for making the November Holiday Dinner raffle a 

success.  Congrats Tom Gerber for winning one of the dinners! 

Joe Morgan and Don Vinson for their cellar master duties at the November meeting. 

Angie and Nick Cassidy, Judy Pinegar, Blair Gould,  Peter Spitzer, Ed Spitzer, Bruce Currie, Kevin 

Lemay, and Nic Thomsic for bringing their fruit and port wines to the November meeting for evalua-

tion. 

Gary Young for hosting December’s “Soups and Stews” executive board meeting. 

The hard-working crews supporting coordinators Vicki Rosalli, Fred Millar, and Gin Yang resulting in a 

festive and successful Holiday Party. 

2016 Board of Directors, Executive Board and Board Appointees for this year of dedicated service to the 

Club. 

2017 Sacramento Home Winemakers Memberships 
 
SHW is currently accepting memberships for the 2017 calendar year. 
 
Benefits to membership are many! 

Join or renew by March 1, 2017 and receive a 1-year subscription to Winemaker magazine. 
Receive winemaking-related blog posts including grapes for sale, events, and the monthly SHW news-

letter, The Grapevine, delivered to your fingertips. 
Access to “members only” group buys for grapes, bottles, and other winemaking items. 
Enjoy member rates for educational and social events, and discounts at retail outlets. 
Rent Club winemaking equipment. 

 
Your dues help support SHW operating expenses and activities including meeting room rent, insurance, 

monthly meeting hospitality, guest speakers’ costs, Winemaker magazine subscriptions, communications, 
and SHW’s wine competition, The Jubilee. 
 

The 2017 membership form has been updated so even if your data hasn’t changed, please complete and sign 
the bottom of the membership form. 

 
Find membership form in this newsletter and also on the Club’s website at www.sachomewine.com.  The 2017 
membership dues remain $50 per household 
 
2017 Membership Co-Chairs: 
Fred Millar  - 916 576-9596 or fredmillar1@gmail.com 
Gin Yang - 916 217-0294 or ginyangstaehlin@yahoo.com 
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Sacramento Home Winemakers (SHW)  –  2017 Membership Form 
Your Name(s) _________________________________________________________________________ 

Mailing Address _______________________________________________________________________ 

City & Zip _______________________________________ Phone Number (____) __________________ 

Email Address(es)______________________________________________________________________ 

(SHW communicates primarily through emails. If you also prefer the newsletter by USPS, check here: ___ )  

□ Yes    □ No   Share my phone number, city and email addresses with SHW members.  (Note:  street addresses will not be shared.) 

□   New Membership  -  $50 per household (January 2017 – December 2017).  Join by March 1, 2017 to receive a one-year sub-

scription to WineMaker Magazine mailed to your address. 

How did you learn about SHW?_____________________________________________________________ 

□ Renew Membership  -  $50 per household (January 2017 – December 2017).  2016 members who renew by March 1, 2017 

will receive a one-year extension to their existing WineMaker magazine subscription.  Subscription is not extended if renew-

ing after March 1, 2017.   

□ Opt out of WineMaker magazine subscription (check box). 

Program/meeting topics you’re interested in or why you joined SHW:  

 

As a condition for membership, I/we agree: 

1)  to comply with SHW’s by-laws and rules; 2)  to promptly pay or reimburse SHW for any fees or other expenses incurred, e.g., 

bank returned checks;  3)  if I or my guests consume alcoholic beverages at a SHW meeting or event, that we will do so responsi-

bly (SHW is not responsible for transportation but may assist in obtaining a ride as a courtesy);   

4)  if I or my guests bring wine or other alcoholic beverages to a SHW meeting or event, the item must contain only ingredients 

commonly found in wines or other alcoholic beverages, and does not contain illegal substances, hallucinogens, psychoactives, 

medicinal substances or herbs. 

_________________________________________________________    ___________________________________ 

Signature of Person Applying for Club Membership                                         Date Signed 

Please make check payable to “Sacramento Home Winemakers” and mail with membership form to: 

Jacque Brown, SHW Treasurer | 1616 Berkeley Way | Sacramento CA 95819 

Membership questions?  Contact Gin Yang at ginyangstaehlin@yahoo.com | 916 217-0294 

Tell us about you: 

□

□ 

I have been a SHW member since _____________ 

I’m interested in learning to make wine. 

□

□ 

I am making wine. Years making wine: ______ 

I belong to another home winemaking club.  Which one? 

Thanks for supporting SHW.    Choose the 3 volunteer activities where you can best help: 
  Leadership:  □ President    □ Vice President – Programs    □ Treasurer    □ Secretary     □ Membership Chair       □ Cellar Mas-

ter/Assistant Cellar Master   □ Web Site Manager     □ Newsletter Editor     □ Chief Judge/Assistant Chief Judge 

□ Competition Coordinator    □ Education Committee    □ Other (please specify):  ________________________________ 

  Host a board meeting on the first Wednesday of the 

month. Which month is best? ________________ 

  Monthly Hospitality: meeting snacks, set up & clean 

up:   □ Coordinate     □ Bring Snack 

  Jubilee Wine Competition and Picnic:  □  Judging 

□ Cellar Help     □ Clerk     □ Chef     □ Logistics 

  Fundraising:  □ Coordinate □ Committee member 

□ Obtain donations  □  Other__________________ 

  Harvest Dinner:  □ Coordinate   □ Find corkage-free res-

taurant 

  Club Equipment Manager/Storage:    □ Destemmer-

Crusher    □ Press     □ Filter    □ Corker    □ Scale 

  Holiday Dinner and Fundraiser:   □ Coordinate 

□ Logistics     □ Secure Items     □ Donate Items 

  Home Winery Tours:   □ Coordinate    □  Destination 

Commercial Winery Tours:  □ Coordinate □ Destination 

  
Mentor: □  new winemakers   □  home viMculture 

□  wines/styles (reds, ports, etc) ____________________ 

  Grape Sourcing/Group Buys:  □ Procure □ Manage 

Varietals: ______________________________________ 



 

2016 Holiday Party 

The December 14 SHW Holiday Party was full of cheer, reindeer, wine, food (those pies!), generosity, and recognizing those who have 

given extraordinary efforts to the Club. 

Many thanks to the donors and supporters for making this event a success.   Special appreciation goes to: President Joe McGillivray for 

MC’ing and his jokes; Vickie Rosalli and her Fundraising Committee - Donna Brown, Barbara Bentley, Danette Davis, Mary 

Breedlove, Helen Frisch, and Judy Pinegar; Tiffany Van Dyke and Daniel Wong for the beautiful table centerpieces; Calyn 

McKnight for a sumptuous dinner; SHW Treasurer Jacque Brown for keeping the numbers straight; and Fred Millar and Gin Yang 

for coordinating the evening. 
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Upcoming Classes: 
 

In addition to the UC Davis Mead class being offered in January, (see Gin’s blog of  
December 17th) the following classes are being offered by The Beverage People in 
Santa Rosa. 

 
Wine Cellaring Class 

Instructor:  Nancy Vineyard 

The Beverage People – 1849 Piner Road, Suite D, Santa Rosa, CA 

Session I:  Saturday, February 1 1-4 pm, or 

Session II.  Saturday, March 13, 2017 1-4 pm 

$60.00 fee includes: 

 
Practical wine analysis using sensory evaluation.  Learn how to recognize a flaw and 
fix it.  Adjustments may include adding tannin and oak, sweetening, clarifying with 
fining or filtering, removing H2S and bitterness.  A review of  winemaking basics is 
also included.  Each participant brings one 750 ml bottle of  a recent wine for the 
class to analyze. 

Sign up early by calling The Beverage People at:  (707) 544-2520; space is lim-
ited. 

 
Cider Workshop 

Instructor:  Bob Peak 

The Beverage People 

Saturday, April 22, 1pm-4 pm. 

 
Production of  hard cider is growing fast.  You can make the same delicious adult 
beverage at home:  $60 fee includes:  Come work with Bob on a Beverage People 
apple mill to grind and press 200 lbs of  apples into juice.  Each participant will take 
home a quart of  fresh juice and the rest of  the batch will be set up for fermentation 
into hard cider.  Come and learn the ins and outs of  this exciting local product with 
plenty of  time to prepare for harvest 2017. 

Register by calling The Beverage People at (707) 544-2520. 



 

 

SHW Calendar of  Events –2017 

Executive Board Meetings – start at 6:30 PM; contact 2017 President Donna Bettencourt for location; don-

nab1045@gmail.com. 

 
General Meetings – 7:00 PM; upstairs at 3349 J Street, Sacramento.  Bring 2 glasses for you unless otherwise 
noted. 
 
Meeting & Event details -  www.sachomewine.com; see Events Calendar & latest newsletter. 
 

 

 

Board Meeting 
Jan, 4, 6:30 PM 
Wednesday 

All members are welcome. 

Education Committee 
Meeting 

Jan. 11, 3:00 PM 
Wednesday 

Join us!  Call/text Gin Yang; 916 217-0294 

General Meeting 
Jan. 18, 7 PM 
Wednesday 

Popelouchum:  A Very Unusual Vineyard 
Randall Grahm, Bonny Doon Vineyard, Santa Cruz 

Board Meeting 
Feb. 1, 6:30 PM 
Wednesday 

All members are welcome. 

General Meeting 
Feb. 18, 7 PM 
Wednesday 

2016 White and Rosé Wines Evaluation 
Evaluator:  Craig Haarmeyer, Haarmeyer Cellar Wines 

General Meeting 
March 15, 7 PM 
Wednesday 

Oak in Your Wine:  Why, How, When + Barrel Care 
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Club Equipment Loan Program 

Destemmer-Crusher: RENTAL FEE—$10.00 

Contact: Matt Sainson (916) 833-4214 

ifermentgrapes@gmail.com 

  
Basket Press—RENTAL FEE—$10.00 

Bottle Filler—RENTAL FEE—$10.00 

Craig Brown—(916) 203-9961 

 

Super Jet Buon Vino Filter - RENTAL FEE $5.00 

Contact Donna Bettencourt (916) 454-5487 

donnab1045@gmail.com 

For Information on how to Clean and Use the Super Jet Fil-
ter see videos: http://www.buonvino.com/videos.html 

 

Corker  - RENTAL FEE _ $5.00  
Contact: Joe McGillivray (916) 261-9438 

pyramidlake59@gmail.com 
 

NEW! Scales for Weighing Grapes – RENTAL FEE – $10. 

Contact: Craig Brown—(916) 203-9961 

 
Additional information can be found at  

http://www.sachomewine.com/member-services/winemaking-
equipment-loan-program/ 

 

We’re on the Web!  www.SacHomeWine.com 

 
 
 
Mail To: 

SHW 

BOARD OF 

DIRECTORS; 

Joe McGillivray 

J. D. Phelps-Past President 

Donna Bettencourt-Past President 

Lynn Keay—Past President 

Gary Young—Past President 

SHW 

Elected Officers 

 

President: Joe McGillivray 

Vice President: - Donna Bettencourt 

Treasurer: - Jacque Brown 

Secretary:—Bruce Currie:  

Membership Chairs: Gin Yang &  

Fred Millar 

 

Members at Large 

Angie Cassidy 

Bob Peake 

Craig Brown 

 

Needed! 

Volunteers for  

Hospitality. 

 
Choose a month 

to help the club! 

Duties are to purchase cheese and 
cracker and/or bread for the 

monthly meeting. The club will re-
imburse you for your expenses. 

Please cut the cheese and slice the 
bread. Most important when the 

meeting has ended, stay to remove 
the left over, package them and 

wash the tables. See Angie Cassidy 
to sign up.  

INFORMATION CORNER 

Postage: 

 

Cellar Master:—Henry Wilkinson 

Chief Judge:—Donna Bettencourt 

Hospitality Chair—Angie Cassidy 

Newsletter Editor—Kevin Hubred 

Competition Chair—Henry Wilkinson 

Harvest Dinner Coord.—Sue Summersett 

Oak Bean Coordinator—Bill Staehlin  

bill.staehlin@sbcglobal.net (916) 216-1753 

Return Address: 

Sacramento Home  

Winemakers 

C/O Jacque Brown 

1616 Berkeley Way 

Sacramento, CA 95819 


