
 

 

June 15th - Sacramento Home Winemakers Program 

 

Evaluation of 2015 Bordeaux Red Wines 

 

 

Join your fellow home winemakers on Wednesday, June 15, 2016 at 7 PM for our 
Monthly Program upstairs at the Turn Verein located at 3349 J Street in Sacramento.  
There is additional parking in the back. 

 

Our program is devoted this month to the evaluation of members 2015 red Bordeaux 
wines.  These varietals include:  Cabernet Sauvignon, Merlot, Cabernet Franc, Petit 
Verdot, Malbec, and Carmenere.  Our guest evaluators this month are Craig Haar-
meyer, and Kurt Burris. 

 

Note:  We are limiting our evaluations this month to up to 12 wines, and only one 
wine from each member will be evaluated.  Please bring your wine to our Cellarmas-
ter, Henry Wilkinson at the bar when you arrive, and he will let you know if your 
wines will be formally evaluated.  Our evaluators will remain after the formal pro-
gram and have agreed to informally evaluate Bordeaux wines that are not able to be 
evaluated publically. 

 

 

Please remember to bring TWO wine glasses for your use; club glasses are for 
guests.  Your help in setting up and cleaning up after meetings is appreciated.  Con-
tact Vice President, Donna Bettencourt if you have program questions:  don-
nab1045@gmail.com and 916-548-3199.  And, remember to drink responsibly at 
meetings.  Hence,  the limit on 12 wine evaluations. 
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SHW Monthly meet-
ings are held  on the 

third Wednesday of the 
month starting at 7pm, 
upstairs at the Turn 
Verein Hall located at 
3349 J Street in Mid-

town, Sacramento.  For 
more information on 
SHW membership, 

meetings and activities, 
visit: 

Join us on Facebook!!!  

www.Sachomewine.org 



 

The Jubilee event was a smash-

ing success!  We started the 

weekend off with a strong 

showing for the competition 

held on Saturday May 14th.   

This event was coordinated ex-

tremely well and provided a 

professional judging environ-

ment for our wines.  There was 

a panel of judges that were ca-

pable and experienced in the judging process, a strong 

pool of volunteers to serve as clerks and cellar rats and 

above all, strong leadership that put it all together.  

Great job everyone.  On Sunday, the 15th, the picnic was 

held at Judy Pinegar’s ranch in Loomis where we tasted 

the wines submitted for competition and had some pretty 

amazing foods.  Even the weather was perfect.  For 

those of you that missed it, you’ll probably hear the 

most compliments about the meat that was procured and 

prepared by Don Vinson.  What a treat that was-thank 

you Don!  Don’s efforts are an example of what being a 

club member is all about.  He, along with Nick Cassidy, 

put the effort forth to cook the rib eye “roasts”.  To pre-

pare meat that tasted that good was no simple and easy 

task; Don was out at Judy’s at 5 A.M. on Sunday, set-

ting up equipment, getting the coals going and smoking 

the seasoned meat.  A week or two earlier, Don called 

me to talk about what he in mind for the picnic and you 

should have heard the excitement in his voice.  He ex-

plained different pricing and meat options and what he 

had in mind to season and cook the meat.  He planned 

all the way down to where he was going to serve it on 

your plate.  I had to follow his recommendations.  I 

would think that being creative and skilled in the meat 

trade, as Don is, some of those same skills would cross-

over to winemaking.  If you’ve ever had a chance to 

taste Don’s wine, you’d know that statement to be true.  

We’re lucky to have people like Don in the Club.  It’s 

clear that there is a mindset of “that’s how we do it” in 

the Club, and that makes me proud to be part of this or-

ganization.  If you’re not excited about the Sacramento 

Home Winemakers Club, consider volunteering for 

something and watch the magic happen! 

President’s Message  

I look forward to seeing you at the June 15th Bor-

deaux evaluation meeting. 

Joe McGillivray 

 

“Fundamentals of Modern Wine 
Chemistry” 

 
 

July 3 & 10, 2016 

 

Sundays, 9 am – 5 pm 

 
Venue:  Walnut Creek, CA 

 
Cost:  $350 

 
Offered from 1986-2008 at UC Davis as an exten-
sion short course, this 2-day class summarizes the 
basics of a UC Davis Enology education and is sup-
plemented by emerging postmodern winemaking 
ideas.  Designed to benefit the home winemaker as 
well as professionals at all levels, the course re-
quires a general knowledge of winemaking basics, 
but does not demand a formal knowledge of chem-
istry. This course provides insights into the inter-
play of chemical reactions that occur in wine and in 
winemaking. 

 
Register today at:  
http://www.grapecraftwineacademy.com/products/f
undamentals-of-modern-wine-chemistry 
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Harvest comes up fast so don’t left out again – learn to make wine!  SHW offers their annual Winemaking 

101 workshop to help get you started making red and white wines. 

You’ll learn the basics, get certified to use Club winemaking equipment, and have the chance to ask all of 

your wine making questions.  But it’s not all 

about exercising your brain  – we’ll all be 

sharing wines and food and comradery to get 

us thru! 

 

When:  Saturday, August 13, 2016 (morning 

to mid-PM) 

Where:  SHW members’ Kathy and Ron 

Loder’s family winery in Granite Bay 

No charge for SHW members but space is 

limited.  Contact Gin Yang if you’re inter-

ested in attending  – 916 217-0294 or gin-

yangstaehlin@yahoo.com  

 
 
 

 
 
 

Club Equipment Training and Certification 

Did you know that SHW has Club equipment that can be rented for a nomi-

nal fee?  The Club has a destemmer-crusher, two basket presses, filter, 

corker, and bottle filler. 

To be eligible to use Club equipment, members go through a training to 

help ensure proper use and care, and sign a release agreement.  This year, 

equipment training and certification is offered on August 13 as a part of 

Winemaking 101. 

Please contact Gin Yang to reserve your spot for equipment training.  Reach  

her at ginyangstaehlin@yahoo.com and 916 217-0294. 
 

 

 

 

SHW Jubilee Ribbons at June 15 Meeting 

Did you earn a ribbon or two at this year’s Jubilee wine competition?  If you want yours, come to the meet-
ing.  And, if you have any of your winner(s) left, bring a bottle(s) to share. 

Winemaking 101—Mark Your Calendars! 



 

2016 Jubilee Wine Competition 

 

 

On May 14th the annual Sacramento Home Winemakers Jubilee Competition was held at a local non-profit.  156 wines were entered, 
registered, flighted by club members, and judged by 5 panels of excellent judges. 

 

The results are in and ribbons will be awarded at the June meeting by Chief Judge, Donna Bettencourt. 

 

Double Golds (where all 3 judges in a panel, by acclimation, judge it to be gold medal worthy)  were awarded to: 

 

Bruce Currie - 2014 Red Blend 

 

David Hicks - 2013 Chardonnay 

 

Steve and Deb Kies - 2013 Red Blend 

 

Jerry and Krista Roark - 2014 Zinfandel 

 

Bill Seward - 2013 Zinfandel 

 

Linda Skinner - 2013 Port 

 

Bob and Sue Summersett - 2014 Sangiovese 

and 

2014 Bordeaux Blend     

 

Nick Thomsic - 2014 Red Blend 

 

Best of White wine went to David Hicks for his 2013 Chardonnay, Best of  Red went to Thad Rogers for his 2014 Primitivo, and 
Best of  Dessert went to Linda Skinner for her 2014 Port. 

 

And, drum roll here, Best of Show overall, the 2016 Gerald Cresci Memorial Award, was awarded to Linda Skinner for her 2014 
Port.  Linda was also the recipient of a $100 gift certificate for this award provided by Erik Schmidt of The Brewmeister; thank you 
Erik for your support. 

 

Congratulations to all and many thanks to the judges, clerks, cellar rats, data, hospitality, and set up crews that made this year’s com-
petition run so smoothly. 
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Wine Maker Magazine 2016 Conference  

SHW was well represented at the WineMaker Magazine Conference in Santa Rosa in mid-May.  SHW’s table 
was often crowded (center) at Friday night’s wine tasting event.  Clockwise starting with upper right:  Bruce 
Currie and supporter Bob Peak tasting in a workshop.  Gin Yang participating on a home winemaking club 
panel.   Henry Wilkinson guiding a taster.  Vickie Rosalli, Steve Barrett, Barbara Bentley, and Rex Johnson 
pouring.  Barbara and Rex earned the magazine’s Winemaker of the Year honors.  (Photo credits:  WineMaker 
magazine.) 
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COMPETITION CORNER 

 

By Donna  Bettencourt 

 

SHW Chief Judge 

 

The 2016 home wine competition is beginning to wind down.  If you are still looking for a 
competition in which to enter your wines, here are a few.  Remember that to be eligible to 
throw your hat in the ring for the 2016 SHW Home Winemaker of the Year, you must have 
entered at least two wines in the SHW Jubilee Competition, the California State Fair Home 

Wine Competition, and one more recognized home wine competition. 

 

 

3rd Annual Bottle Shock Open Home Wine Competition. July 18th judging in Lodi. http://bottleshockopen.com   
May 23rd, first day accepting entries and June 24th is the last day to drop off at select locations. 

 

43rd Annual US Amateur Wine Competition, Entries due in late October and early November.  Hosted by the 
Cellarmasters of Los Angeles. 

      Contact www.CellarmastersLA.org for more information. 

 

                    
 

Thank You! 

The few weeks have been busy for SHW!  We extend special thanks to SHW volunteers and supporters: 

• Scott Harvey, May’s meeting speaker, for a very informative presentation on winemaking and for also 

sharing his lab book available on the SHW website at  http://www.sachomewine.com/winemaking-

chemistry-notes/toolbox-for-wine-adjustments/. 

• Volunteers for helping with the May meeting hospitality. 

• The SHW Wine Competition Jubilee Judges, Front-of-the-House, Hospitality, Cellar, and Data 

crews, and coordinators for running a smooth competition on May 14. 

• The SHW Jubilee Picnic and awards ceremony crews for a fun May 15.  Special thanks to THE pit 

 master Don Vinson for the delish smoked beef, and Nick Cassidy for his support. 

• Erik Schmid, owner of Brewmeister (www.shopbrewmeister.com), for donating a $100 gift certificate to 

the SHW Jubilee Best of Show winner. 

• Bob Peake and Robin Fine for hosting May’s executive board meeting. 

• Volunteers who donated wines and volunteers who poured members’ wines at the Winemaker magazine 

conference tasting event on May 20 in Santa Rosa. 

• Fred Millar, Sandy Sakata, Bill Staehlin, and Gin Yang for representing SHW at the wine and food 

tasting Primavera event at east Sacramento’s St. Mary’s School. 
 



 

SHW Calendar of  Events 

• Executive Board Meetings – start at 6:30 PM; contact President Joe McGillivray for location; pyramid-

lake59@gmail.com.  

• General Meetings – 7:00 PM; upstairs at 3349 J Street, Sacramento 

• Meeting and event details -  www.sachomewine.com; see Events Calendar and latest Newsletter. 
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SHW Calendar of  Events 

General Meeting 
June 15, 7 PM 
Wednesday 

2015 Red Bordeaux Varietal Evaluation 
Evaluators:  Craig Haarmeyer and Kurt Burris 

Board Retreat July 9, Saturday Board meets to plan for future. 

General Meeting 
July 20, 7PM 
Wednesday 

Extra Sensory Perception 
Speaker:  Hoby Weidler, Department of Viticulture and Enology, UC 
Davis 

Board Meeting 
August 3, 6:30 PM 
Wednesday 

All members are welcome. 

Winemaking 101 
August 13, 2016 
Saturday 

Designed for new and novice winemakers.  Training certification to use 
Club equipment. 
Contact for more info:  ginyangstaehlin@yahoo.com 

General Meeting 
August 17, 7PM 
Wednesday 

Fermentation Chemistry 
Speaker:  John Troiano, Wreckless Blenders 

Board Meeting 
Sept. 7, 6:30 PM 
Wednesday 

All members are welcome. 

General Meeting 
Sept. 21, 7PM 
Wednesday 

Ancient Winemaking 
Speaker:  Sandy Marchetti Schwing, Terra d’ Oro 

Board Meeting 
Oct. 5, 6:30 PM 
Wednesday 

All members are welcome. 

General Meeting 
Oct. 19, 6:30 PM 
Wednesday 

Harvest Dinner 
The Club Pheasant  Location:  West Sacramento 

Board Meeting 
Nov. 2, 6:30 PM 
Wednesday 

All members are welcome. 

General Meeting 
Nov. 16, 7 PM 
Wednesday 

Fruits, Desserts, Bubblies and Fortifieds Evaluation 
Evaluator TBA 



 

 

CLUB EQUIPMENT: 
 

De-stemmer/Crusher: Matt Sainson (916) 833-4214 

ifermentgrapes@gmail.com 

  
Basket Press: Jacque and Craig Brown 

Jbrown6766@gmail.com 

 
Corker:—Joe & Lynn McGillivray 

pyramidlake59@gmail.com 
 
 

Filter: Donna Bettencourt 

(916) 548-3199 

donnab1045@gmail.com 

 
Each item is subject to a nominal upkeep fee per use: 

De-stemmer/Crusher: $10 

Basket Press: $10 

Corker: $5 

Filter: 5$ 

We’re on the Web!  www.SacHomeWine.com 

 
 
 
Mail To: 

SHW 

BOARD OF 

DIRECTORS; 

Joe McGillivray 

J. D. Phelps-Past President 

Donna Bettencourt-Past President 

Lynn Keay—Past President 

Gary Young—Past President 

SHW 

Elected Officers 

 

President: Joe McGillivray 

Vice President: - Donna Bettencourt 

Treasurer: - Jacque Brown 

Secretary:—Bruce Currie:  

Membership Chairs: Gin Yang &  

Fred Millar 

 

Members at Large 

Angie Cassidy 

Bob Peake 

Craig Brown 

 

Needed! 

Volunteers for  

Hospitality. 

 
Choose a month 

to help the club! 

Duties are to purchase cheese and 
cracker and/or bread for the 

monthly meeting. The club will re-
imburse you for your expenses. 

Please cut the cheese and slice the 
bread. Most important when the 

meeting has ended, stay to remove 
the left over, package them and 

wash the tables. See Angie Cassidy 
to sign up.  

INFORMATION CORNER 

Postage: 

 

Cellar Master:—Henry Wilkinson 

Chief Judge:—Donna Bettencourt 

Hospitality Chair—Angie Cassidy 

Newsletter Editor—Kevin Hubred 

Competition Chair—Henry Wilkinson 

Harvest Dinner Coord.—Sue Summersett 

Oak Bean Coordinator—Bill Staehlin @ 

bill.staehlin@sbcglobal.net (916) 216-1753 

Return Address: 

Sacramento Home  

Winemakers 

C/O Jacque Brown 

1616 Berkeley Way 

Sacramento, CA 95819 


