
 

November General Meeting Program 

 
November 15, 2017 

 

Elections, Gold Medal Wine Tastings, and French Wine 
Travelogue, Oh My!! 

 

 

 

 Join your fellow SHW members and visitors for the Sacramento Home Winemakers General 
Meeting and monthly program.  We will start the evening with the election of our 2018 Officers and At 
Large Executive Board Members. (See more on this later in the newsletter). Following this, several of 
our many gold medal winning home winemakers will present for tasting their gold medal wines while 
Chief Judge Donna Bettencourt asks each to reflect on their winemaking process.  Next, SHW member 
and UC Davis Viticulture and Enology student, Luke Laubaugh, will present on his recent summer 
studying winemaking in France.  We will begin our journey in Bordeaux, move on to Burgundy, then up 
to Alsace, then on to Jara, and south through Beaujolais, the Rhone, and then down to Provence.  And 
of course, Luke has brought French wine for us to taste!  Ooh, la, la! 

 

The meeting starts at 7 pm upstairs at the Turn Verein meeting hall located at 3349 J Street, Sacra-
mento.  The building’s parking lot can be accessed by driving around the block to the back.  Doors 
open a little before 6:30 pm.  Bring 2 wine glasses and a bottle of wine to share. 

 

Your help in setting up and cleaning up at meetings is appreciated. 

 

Please consume responsibly.  Contact a Board Member if you find yourself beyond your limit and we 
will make sure you get home safely. 
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SHW Monthly meet-
ings are held  on the 

third Wednesday of the 
month starting at 7pm, 

upstairs at the Turn 
Verein Hall located at 
3349 J Street in Mid-

town, Sacramento.  For 
more information on 
SHW membership, 

meetings and activities, 
visit: 

www.Sachomewine.com 

Join us on Facebook!!!  
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As we approach the Thanksgiving holiday, I am re-
minded of how grateful I am for the many good 
things in my life.  One of the good things is the Sac-
ramento Home Winemakers.  

 When I first joined the club in 2006, my wine-
making journey was new and my attendance at the 
monthly meeting was more of an obligation – “I 
really need to make better wine!”  I knew no one.  As 
I became more involved, however, I met people who 
were on the same journey as myself:  the journey to 
make the type and quality of wine that one intends to 
make.  Not by accident or luck, but intentionally.  
Much to my surprise, I did make better wine as the 
harvests rolled on.  I found that I could also help 
other people make better wine and found opportuni-
ties to do just that.  I also, thanks to a tap on the 
shoulder from then President Fred Millar, became 
involved in the leadership of SHW.  I didn’t become 
an officer to become a leader, but to contribute and to 
move the club towards the direction that I wanted to 
see it go – education, encouragement, and fellowship 
for the least amongst us – the new winemakers.  I am 
grateful that SHW has become just such a club. 

 Finally, I am grateful for the people in this as-
sociation.  You have become more than a fellow wine-
maker or a fellow board member.  You have become a 
fellow human being who walks this earth for a short 
time, and who either makes the world better, or 
worse.   
When tragedy struck this club in the summer, we 
clung together.  When we swept the State Fair home 
wine competition, we rejoiced.  When we welcomed 
over thirty-five new winemakers into the club, we em-
braced them not only as fellow pilgrims on this wine-
making journey but as fellow humans, each on our 
own journey. 

Happy Thanksgiving to all, and Happy Winemaking! 

Donna Bettencourt 

Message from the PresidentMessage from the PresidentMessage from the PresidentMessage from the President    

 Please Enjoy Responsibly 

 

Far better than any Gold Medal, the best reward for 
making a great wine is simply enjoying and sharing a 
bottle with friends and fellow wine makers. SHW 
wants to remind you to please do so responsibly and 
be aware of your capacity to drive and get home 
safely. Our number one priority is making sure all 
SHW members make it home from club meetings 
and events without in- jury to themselves or others. If 
you find yourself or a friend a glass or two beyond 
being able to do so, please notify a club officer imme-
diately so we can assist in arranging safe transporta-
tion home. 

 

 

Unified Wine and Grape Symposium, 

January 23-25, 2018 

 

Sacramento will again host the Unified Wine and 

Grape Symposium at its downtown convention cen-

ter.  This event is the largest wine and grape industry 

trade show in North America.  In addition to the 

symposium’s multi-day sessions and events, the 2-day 

vendor exhibits, January 24-25, is a gigantic toy store 

for winemakers and growers, both commercial and 

amateur alike. 

SHW contacts various symposium exhibit vendors to 
secure trade show exhibits passes for SHW members.  
If registering on-line, the “exhibits only” passes cost 
$35/$70, pre Jan 16/post Jan 16.  SHW will be offer-
ing a limited number of “exhibit only” passes for $10 
each (funds go to SHW).  Members only, please.  
Limit 2 per membership.  If you’d like to reserve 
passes (NO guarantee of availability), please email 
Gin Yang at ginyangstaehlin@yahoo.com to be added 
to the list. 
 
Big thanks to Blair Gould for making the numerous 
contacts, and Thad Rodgers for already securing 
some passes, and to Gin for coordinating. If you have 
a personal connection with any of the symposium’s 
exhibitors, please contact them on behalf of SHW. 
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Thank you!! 
 
 

SHW hums smoothly thanks to the resources and dedication of SHW volunteer and supporters many who 

work behind the scenes.We’ve been busy!  Shout-outs go to: 

 
• Scott Harvey for evaluating the October meeting’s fruit and port wines, bringing his port and ice wine 

for tasting, and sharing his winemaking resources. 
• The brave winemakers for bringing their wines for the October meeting evaluation:  Judy Pinegar, 

Doug Mackenzie, Heather & Thad Rodgers, Cori & Joe Morgan, Kevin Lemay, and James Lane. 
• Sue Summersettand Shannon Shakelfordforhelping Cindie Gunderson withmeeting hospitality and 

to all who helped set-upand clean. 
• Daniel Wong andTiffany Van Dyke for dragging in the sound system tripod every month (no room in 

Turn Vereinstorage). 
• David Hicks and Bill Staehlinfor assisting Cellar Master Joe Morgan pour the meeting’s wines. 
• Sue Summersett for coordinating the October 28 Harvest Dinner (cancelled). 
• Bill Staehlinfor continuing to manage the Club’s oak cubes buy effort so that members benefit from 

purchasing only the quantities they need. 
• Members who said “YES!” – accepting a nomination for a position on next year’s executive board. 
• Craig and Jacque Brown for hosting both October and November’s executive board meetings. 
• Volunteers and wine donations for the October 21 UC Davis Robert Mondavi Institute Taste event. 

SHW members generously donated their wines that were poured at the event:  Steve Barrett, Blair 
Gould, Judy Pinegar, Donna Bettencourt, Gin Yang, Bill Staehlin, Fred Millar, Seth 
Brunner and Linda Clevenger, and the estate of Henry Wilkinson. 

In addition, several members donated their evening pouring at the event:   Linda Clevenger, Seth 
Brunner, Lauren Ledesma, Luke Laubaugh, and Heather & Thad Rodgers. 

 
Very special appreciation is given to the Club’s Equipment Rental managers: 
Matt Saison for managing the Club’s destemmer-crusher through multiple seasons and offering his own 

equipment when the Club’s crusher wasn’t available. 
Craig Brown for coordinating the Club’s Equipment Rental program plus managing the rental of the 

Club’s presses and scales. 
Donna Bettencourt for managing the filter. 
 

 

Volunteer Opportunities 
 
SHW is looking for volunteers to coordinate the Equipment Rental Program for 2018 and also to manage the 
Club’s destemmer-crusher, basket presses, scales, and filter.  This is an important way to help out the Club and 
the commitment is for only one year.  Please let President Donna Bettencourt know of your interest:  don-
nab1045@gmail.com. 
 
Check out “help wanted” at the December 13 Holiday Party – see announcement in this newsletter. 
 
Consider joining the SHW leadership team and put in your nomination for an executive board position.  More 

information in this newsletter. 
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Annual SHW Holiday Party Annual SHW Holiday Party Annual SHW Holiday Party Annual SHW Holiday Party ––––    Dinner and FundraiserDinner and FundraiserDinner and FundraiserDinner and Fundraiser    

Dinner.Dinner.Dinner.Dinner.Mark your calendar for December 13, the second Wednesday in December for SHW’s annual dinner party and 

fundraiser. 

The party will be in the same Turn Verein ballroom as our meetings so just put your driver on auto-pilot, bring a couple bottles of wine 
and enjoy an evening of great food and fun company with fellow winemaking diners. 

Find the dinner reservation form with more details in this issue of The Grapevine.  

FundraiserFundraiserFundraiserFundraiser.Vickie Rosalli, Fundrasing Coordinator Extraordinaire, seeks donations for both the silent auction 

and raffle.  Contact her at rjralli@pacbell.net.  Vickie also needs volunteers to help set up the fundraising tables and sell raffle ticket (yeah, 
you get to wear those glitzy reindeer antlers). 

Be a part of the fun!Be a part of the fun!Be a part of the fun!Be a part of the fun!Volunteer for the Holiday Party Committee.  We’re looking for a little holiday 

music, tabletop bling (8-11 tables), strands of garlands here and there, and help with party set-up and registration.  
Text/call Fred Millar at 916 576-9596. 

 

November 13 Meeting November 13 Meeting November 13 Meeting November 13 Meeting ----    Holiday Dinner Raffle!Holiday Dinner Raffle!Holiday Dinner Raffle!Holiday Dinner Raffle!    

Stash a little cash in your pockets! We’re raffling off TWO Holiday Party dinners (separate draws –worth $50 
each) at the November 13 meeting.$5 for one ticket or $10 for  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Page 4 



 

Page 5 

Sacramento Home WinemakersSacramento Home WinemakersSacramento Home WinemakersSacramento Home Winemakers    
Annual Holiday Dinner and PartyAnnual Holiday Dinner and PartyAnnual Holiday Dinner and PartyAnnual Holiday Dinner and Party    

    

Turn Verein Ballroom (upstairs) Turn Verein Ballroom (upstairs) Turn Verein Ballroom (upstairs) Turn Verein Ballroom (upstairs)     
3349 J Street 3349 J Street 3349 J Street 3349 J Street ––––    SacramentoSacramentoSacramentoSacramento    

    

December 13, 2017 December 13, 2017 December 13, 2017 December 13, 2017 ----    (2(2(2(2ndndndnd    Wednesday in December)Wednesday in December)Wednesday in December)Wednesday in December)    
    

6PM 6PM 6PM 6PM ––––    6:30 PMSocial~6:30PM Buffet Dinner6:30 PMSocial~6:30PM Buffet Dinner6:30 PMSocial~6:30PM Buffet Dinner6:30 PMSocial~6:30PM Buffet Dinner    
    

Smoked salmon, stuffed mushrooms, artichoke & bread dip, chicken wingsSmoked salmon, stuffed mushrooms, artichoke & bread dip, chicken wingsSmoked salmon, stuffed mushrooms, artichoke & bread dip, chicken wingsSmoked salmon, stuffed mushrooms, artichoke & bread dip, chicken wings    
Calyn McKnight’s roasted prime rib, baked chicken, salad bar, potatoes, veggiesCalyn McKnight’s roasted prime rib, baked chicken, salad bar, potatoes, veggiesCalyn McKnight’s roasted prime rib, baked chicken, salad bar, potatoes, veggiesCalyn McKnight’s roasted prime rib, baked chicken, salad bar, potatoes, veggies    

dinner rolls, dessert, coffee, punch&teadinner rolls, dessert, coffee, punch&teadinner rolls, dessert, coffee, punch&teadinner rolls, dessert, coffee, punch&tea    
NonNonNonNon----meatmeatmeatmeatentréeentréeentréeentrée––––    vegetable lasagne(request below)vegetable lasagne(request below)vegetable lasagne(request below)vegetable lasagne(request below)    

    
Bring wines for sharing Bring wines for sharing Bring wines for sharing Bring wines for sharing     

    

Annual SHW awardsAnnual SHW awardsAnnual SHW awardsAnnual SHW awards    
    

Silent Auction and Raffle Fundraiser Silent Auction and Raffle Fundraiser Silent Auction and Raffle Fundraiser Silent Auction and Raffle Fundraiser     
    

$50 per person for members     ~~     $55 per person for non$50 per person for members     ~~     $55 per person for non$50 per person for members     ~~     $55 per person for non$50 per person for members     ~~     $55 per person for non----membersmembersmembersmembers    
(includes sales tax and gratuity)(includes sales tax and gratuity)(includes sales tax and gratuity)(includes sales tax and gratuity)    

    

Seating is limited.  Please reserve by December 5.No refunds after December 7.Seating is limited.  Please reserve by December 5.No refunds after December 7.Seating is limited.  Please reserve by December 5.No refunds after December 7.Seating is limited.  Please reserve by December 5.No refunds after December 7.    
    

Fundraising donations and bids:  Vickie Rosalli at Fundraising donations and bids:  Vickie Rosalli at Fundraising donations and bids:  Vickie Rosalli at Fundraising donations and bids:  Vickie Rosalli at rjralli@pacbell.netrjralli@pacbell.netrjralli@pacbell.netrjralli@pacbell.net    
DinnerDinnerDinnerDinner    Coordinator:  Fred Millar at 916 576Coordinator:  Fred Millar at 916 576Coordinator:  Fred Millar at 916 576Coordinator:  Fred Millar at 916 576----9596959695969596    

    

==============  Cut here and mail or bring to November 15 meeting  ===========================  Cut here and mail or bring to November 15 meeting  ===========================  Cut here and mail or bring to November 15 meeting  ===========================  Cut here and mail or bring to November 15 meeting  =============    
    

Here’s my reservation for the Here’s my reservation for the Here’s my reservation for the Here’s my reservation for the December 13, 2017 SHW Holiday PartyDecember 13, 2017 SHW Holiday PartyDecember 13, 2017 SHW Holiday PartyDecember 13, 2017 SHW Holiday Party    
    

Names Attending _______________________________________________________ Names Attending _______________________________________________________ Names Attending _______________________________________________________ Names Attending _______________________________________________________     
    

Phone # ____________________________Phone # ____________________________Phone # ____________________________Phone # ____________________________    
    

Number of members attending ____ x$50 per person = $________Number of members attending ____ x$50 per person = $________Number of members attending ____ x$50 per person = $________Number of members attending ____ x$50 per person = $________    
    

Number of nonNumber of nonNumber of nonNumber of non----members attending ____  x  $55 per person = $________members attending ____  x  $55 per person = $________members attending ____  x  $55 per person = $________members attending ____  x  $55 per person = $________    
    

(Vegetarian option (Vegetarian option (Vegetarian option (Vegetarian option ––––    how many? ____ )how many? ____ )how many? ____ )how many? ____ )    
    

Reserve by December 5Reserve by December 5Reserve by December 5Reserve by December 5Please mail form with check (“SHW”)to:Please mail form with check (“SHW”)to:Please mail form with check (“SHW”)to:Please mail form with check (“SHW”)to:    
SHW Treasurer Jacque Brown  ~1616 Berkeley Way ~ Sacramento CA 95819 SHW Treasurer Jacque Brown  ~1616 Berkeley Way ~ Sacramento CA 95819 SHW Treasurer Jacque Brown  ~1616 Berkeley Way ~ Sacramento CA 95819 SHW Treasurer Jacque Brown  ~1616 Berkeley Way ~ Sacramento CA 95819  



 

 

It is time again for everyone to be thinking about contributions for the Holiday Dinner Silent Auction 
and Raffle.  Donations for the silent auction and raffle are better and more creative every year. Here are a few of 
the donations so far- 
 
• David Hicks is offering a Clearlake Adventure-Chauffeured wine tasting, boating, sailing, swimming, participa-
tion dinners and lodging at David’s lakeside guest house. 
 
• Rex Johnston and Barbara Bentley will be donating a number of Wine Kits.  Rex won a Golden Bear at this 
year’s State Fair Home Winemakers Competition with wine made from one of the kits, so an opportunity for all 
winemakers. 
 
• Jacque and Craig Brown are again offering 2 nights at their South Lake Tahoe cabin-right on the lake with private 
beach access, hot tub, Wi-Fi …  you’ll want to forget to recharge your electronics and get off the grid. 
 
• Allen and Peggy Piccardo are again donating their fabulous Ravioli Making Party -make the raviolis, have a great 
lunch with wine AND Lemon Meringue Pie AND take Raviolis and wine home! 
 
• The artists in our club, Donna Bettencourt and James Lane, are donating original art they have personally cre-
ated.  Betcha didn’t know about the talents of these two members! 
 
• Sandy Sakata is again donating a lawn mower/ trimmer/blower tune up and Don Vincent-retired butcher extra-
ordinaire,  is donating knife sharpening for all the dull knives in your kitchen. 
 
Plan to have your friends and family on speed dial to help you with the highest bid so you can enjoy these really 
special events. 
 
 The raffle and silent auction are the main fundraising effort for the club and the proceeds are utilized throughout 
the year to fund wine making educational programs, monthly speakers, and demonstrations. All contributions are 
welcome— wine grapes, dinners, gift certificates, winery tour vouchers, rounds of golf, ski passes or ???? 
 
Because we want to display and promote each donated item to its full potential, we will not be able to accept any 
auction or raffle items the night of the Holiday Dinner. 
 
You are welcome to bring donations or ideas for donations to the November meeting OR you can deliver your 
donation to one of the listed drop off locations OR one of the committee members would be glad to arrange a 
pickup of your item. Please contact Vickie Rosalli or one of the committee members below. 
 
Drop off locations and contact info for Auction/ Raffle items. 
 
Folsom Area   Vickie Rosalli  916 342 1099  rjralli@pacbell.net 
 
Loomis Area    Judy Pinegar  916 224 6742  judypinegar@gmail.com 
 
Sacramento Area   Jacque Fabian Brown  916 838-5834  jbrown6766@gmail.com 
 
South Sacramento Area  Donna Brown 916 952 4624  freeportlanding @sbcglobal.net 
 
South Sacramento Area   Helen Frisch    916 719 1116  frischhelen@gmail.com 
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Competition Corner 
The 2018 home winemaking competition season is beginning. Below are a few of the competitions coming up. 

 

Bottle Shock Open 

The 5th Annual Bottle Shock Open Home Winemaking Competition judging is scheduled for Thursday, March 8, 2018 in Lodi.  Entries 
are being accepted beginning January 9, 2018 and the last date to drop off entries at drop off locations is February 9, 2018.  The last day 
to accept entries at Woodbridge Winery, the official Cellar for the competition, is February 16, 2018.  For entry information, go to 
www.bottleshockopen.com 

 

California State Fair Home Wine Competition 

Entries open on February 14, 2018 and close on March 14, 2018.  Judging is being held in Sacramento on Saturday, April 7, 2018.  For 
entry details, go to www.castatefair.org 

 

WineMaker International Amateur Wine Competition 

Entries must be received by March 16, 2018.  Entry forms and guidelines can be found at. www.winemakermag.com/com   This year’s 
competition includes meads and hard ciders as well.  One bottle entry, $25 per entry 
 

El Dorado County Fair Home Wine Competition 

Judging is on May 5th.  Details pending. 

SHW Annual Meeting, November 15, 2017 – Elections and Club Business 
 
Sacramento Home Winemakers November meetings are recognized in the Club’s by-laws as the “annual meeting.” (The current ap-
proved version of the Club’s by-laws is available on the SHW website at www.sachomewine.com.)  This is the meeting when the 
incoming executive board positions are elected and other official Club business is conducted. 
 
At this November’s annual meeting, members will be requested to both elect members to fill all positions on the incoming executive 
board and approve an amendment in the by-laws to increase 3 members-at-large (current) to 5 members-at-large (proposed). 
 
The Board of Directors, comprised of the immediate past 4 SHW presidents, the current SHW president, and Club historian (ex-
officio) present the slate of nominees for 2018 Executive Board positions: 
 
President – Joe McGillivray 
Vice President – Terry Piazza-Perham 
Secretary – Bruce Currie 
Treasurer – Bob Peake 
Membership Chair – Fred Millar / Gin Yang (shared) 
Members-at-large – Paul Baldwin, Tom Ramme, Christa Ring, Jerry Roark, Robert Wharton 
 
Additional nominees for 2018 executive board positions will also be accepted from the floor on the evening of the meeting prior to 
the elections. 
 
If you are not able to attend the November meeting, you may submit your vote by proxy to SHW Secretary Bruce Currie at blcur-
rie56@hotmail.com or 916 448-4244.  Proxy votes must be received by 5:00 PM on Tuesday, November 14, 2018. 

 
A copy of the SHW by-laws with the proposed changes is a part of the November 2017 newsletter, The Grapevine. 
 
Please direct any questions regarding the annual meeting to me at 916 576-9596. 
 

-- Respectfully submitted, Fred Millar, Chair of the Board of Directors 
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CONSTITUTION AND BYLAWS 
SACRAMENTO HOME WINEMAKERS, INCORPORATED 
 
ARTICLE I – NAME 
The name of the organization shall be “Sacramento Home Winemakers, Inc.” 
 
ARTICLE II – PURPOSE 
Section 1. General 
The organization shall be a non-profit, informational, educational organization; the purpose of which shall be 
to promote interest in the art of winemaking by the amateur. 
Section 2. Specific and Primary 
Organize, conduct and/or attend discussions, lectures, field trips, experiments and competitions. 
 
 
ARTICLE III – MEMBERSHIP 
Section 1. Membership 
There shall be two classes of members, active and honorary. To be eligible for membership a person shall 
have, attained the age of twenty-one (21), and have an interest in the art of winemaking. 
1. Membership, both active and honorary, of an individual, entitles members of that individual’s family to par-
ticipate in all club activities. Only one vote per household is allowed. 
2. Members who are commercial winemakers shall not be allowed to enter their wines in club wine competi-
tions. 
3. To be eligible for an honorary membership, the President shall, at the request of an active member appoint a 
committee of two which shall be responsible for an investigation into the qualifications of the person proposed 
for the honorary membership. The Executive Board will then review and approve or deny the honorary mem-
bership proposal. 
 

Section 2. Dues 
1. Dues shall be established by a vote of the membership at any regular meeting. Said dues shall be payable 
within 60 days after joining the organization or by March 1st of each year. 
2. Dues shall be considered delinquent 60 days after January 1st of each year. One written notice of delinquent 
dues shall be given and the member shall be dropped from the roll if dues are not paid within 30 days after the 
date of notice. 
1. An initiation fee shall be paid by each new member. The fee shall be an 
amount equal to the current established annual dues. No additional dues payment shall be required until the 
first day of the year. A new member initiated after September 30 and before January will pay a pro-rata 1/12 
(One twelfth) for each month before January. 
4. Assessments may be made when approved by a majority of the membership who exercise a vote upon due 
notification (as defined in Article VI, Section 2). 
5. Honorary members shall not be required to pay dues. 
 

Section 3. Privileges 
Active members are entitled to all privileges, inherent and established. “Honorary” members are entitled to all 
the privileges of the organization except they shall not vote or hold office. 
 
ARTICLE IV – OFFICERS 
Section 1. Number of Officers 
Officers of the organization shall be: President, Vice President, Secretary, Treasurer, Membership Chair, and 
Three up to Five Executive Board Members at Large. President and Vice President are elected annually and 
may not serve for more than two consecutive years. Secretary and Treasurer are elected to two year terms, Sec-
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retary on the odd years, and Treasurer on the even years, they each may be elected to more than one term if 
they desire. Membership Chair and up to five Executive Board Members at Large are elected annually with no 
limit on the number of terms. 
 
Section 2. Election of Officers 
Election of officers by a simple majority vote of those members voting at a regularly scheduled and advertised 
meeting shall be held in November of each year. Members unable to attend the meeting may vote by present-
ing their vote to the Secretary prior to the annual meeting. 
 
Section 3. Vacancy in Office 
In the event of a vacancy the office will be temporarily filled by a member of the Board of Directors appointed 
by the Chair of the Board of Directors until a permanent member can be appointed by the President. 
 
ARTICLE V – DUTIES OF OFFICERS 
Section 1. President 
The President shall be the Chief Executive Officer of the organization. The President shall appoint all commit-
tee chairs, except for the nominating committee and program committee. The President may appoint members 
to the following supportive positions: Librarian, Historian, Newsletter Editor, Chief Judge, Cellarmaster, Hos-
pitality Chair, and Competition Coordinator. 
 
Section 2. Vice President 
The Vice President shall act for the President in the President’s absence. The Vice President shall act as Chair 
of the Program Committee. In the event of a vacancy in the Office of President, the Vice President shall fill the 
vacancy. 
 
Section 3. Secretary 
The Secretary shall act as both recording and corresponding Secretary, and shall maintain all records of min-
utes of earlier meetings. 
 
Section 4. Treasurer 
The Treasurer shall maintain custody of all funds belonging to the organization and associated financial re-
cords including previous years’ records. The Treasurer shall also with one other officer, sign any checks drawn 
against funds of the organization. The Treasurer shall determine the official register of the membership, based 
on dues collected. 
 
Section 5. Membership Chair 
The Membership Chair shall promote new memberships, sign up new members, provide new members with 
the current membership packet including the SHW Winemaking Manual, introduce them to the club at their 
first attendance at a meeting, acquaint them with the Mentor Program, coordinate with the Treasurer in collec-
tion of dues, and manage the membership records. 
 
Section 6. Executive Board Member at Large 
There shall be three  up to five Executive Board Members at Large to attend Board meetings, learn how the 
club works, and be expected to volunteer for tasks that need to be done for the benefit of the club. 
 
ARTICLE VI – MEETINGS 
Section 1. Regular Meetings 
Regular Meetings will be held once monthly. Business requiring a vote of the membership shall be conducted 
at a regularly scheduled and normally advertised monthly meeting, or at a special meeting. A quorum must be 
present. Field trips or parties may take the place of a regular meeting. 
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Section 2. Quorum 
One third of the voting membership shall constitute a quorum. A motion shall pass by a majority of those pre-
sent provided the number of “aye” votes is at least two-thirds of the minimum requirement for a quorum. A 
quorum is not needed for the election of officers at the November meeting. 
 
Section 3. Annual Meeting 
The meeting in November of each year shall be known as the annual meeting. Floor nominations and election 
of officers and other business as required shall be conducted at the annual meetings. A quorum is not needed 
for the election of officers. A simple majority of the members voting will suffice. Only one vote per household 
is allowed. 
 
Section 4. Special Meetings 
Special meetings may be called by the President or at the request of twenty percent of the membership. Seven 
days written notice shall be given each member prior to each special meeting. 
 
Section 5. Authority at Meetings 
The President may conduct meetings informally. However; a majority of members present may vote to invoke 
Robert’s Rules of Order. 
 
ARTICLE VII. BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
Section 1. Members 
The Board of Directors shall consist of five members who must also be members of the Sacramento Home 
Winemakers, Inc. They shall be the current President and the immediate last four Presidents, as well as the 
Club Historian (ex-officio). Their term of office shall be coincident with the installation of officers each year. 
The Chair of the Board of Directors shall be the one who was first elected President. In the event that all five 
directorships are not filled, the Board of Directors shall appoint a member to serve until the normal expiration 
of that term. 
 
Section 2. Duties 
In addition to those duties specified in ARTICLE IX, Section 4, the Board of Directors shall act as an advisory 
body to the President and Executive Board. They shall be concerned with the overall, long-range objectives of 
the club, and the continuity of projects and activities begun in one year and carried forward to succeeding 
years. The Executive Board shall refer changes to the Constitution and Bylaws to the Board of Directors be-
fore presenting them to the membership. Other matters may be presented to the Board of Directors at the dis-
cretion of the President. 
 
Section 3. Meetings 
Board of Director meetings shall, be held at the call of the Chair or by the request of any two Board of Director 
members. 
 
ARTICLE VIII. EXECUTIVE BOARD 
Section 1. Members 
The Executive Board shall consist of all elected officers and the immediate past president of the organization 
as well as all members appointed to supportive positions by the President. The President shall act as Chair. 
Section 2. Duties 
The Executive Board shall conduct the routine business of the organization. 
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Section 3. Meetings 
The Executive Board meetings shall be held at the call of the Chairman or at the request of any two board 
members. 
 
Section 4. Voting Members 
Voting members of the Executive Board shall be all elected officers and the immediate past president of the 
organization as well as all members appointed to supportive positions by the President. 
 
ARTICLE IX. COMMITTEES 
Section 1. Program Committee 
The Vice President shall be the Chair of the Program Committee and may appoint members to the committee. 
This committee is responsible for the program of each regular Meeting including making arrangements for 
speakers, field trips, demonstrations and meeting places. This committee is also responsible for securing mem-
bers who serve as mentors to provide guidance and assistance to members relative to winemaking. 
 
Section 2. Hospitality Committee 
The Hospitality Chair shall be responsible for the planning and execution of monthly meeting hospitality and 
may appoint members to the Committee. 
 
Section 3. Nominating Committee 
The Board of Directors shall be the Nominating Committee. They shall provide at least one candidate for each 
office, prior to the October meeting of the Executive Board. Additional nominations from the floor will be ac-
cepted at the October and November meetings. 
 
ARTICLE X – AMENDMENTS TO THE BYLAWS 
Officers of the organization, or a committee appointed by the President, or twenty percent of the membership, 
by petition may propose amendments to these bylaws. Upon such proposal being made, a copy thereof shall be 
submitted to each member. The proposed amendment shall be approved and adopted if, by a vote of two-thirds 
of the members present at a meeting at which there is a quorum including votes by proxy to the Secretary per 
Article IV, Section2. 
 
ARTICLE XI – DISSOLUTION. 
Section 1. Dissolution of Organization 
Dissolution of the organization requires a vote of two-thirds of the members present at an annual meeting at 
which there is a quorum. 
 
Section 2. Disposition of Property 
All property, equipment and material shall be sold by the terminal Executive Board and the proceeds and fund 
balances given to a nonprofit charitable organization. 
 
Section 3. Disposition of Records 
All accumulated records of the organization shall be retained by the terminal Secretary for a period of one year 
after which the appropriate documents shall be donated to a local historical library and unaccepted documents 
may be destroyed. 
 
Amended: April 21, 1982 
Amended: April 15, 2009 
Amended: November 16, 2011 
Amended November 19, 2012 
Amended October 7, 2015 
Amended November 15, 2017 (proposed) 
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Applications now being accepted for 2017 Winemaker 

of the Year 

(Deadline:  November 30, 2017) 

 
SHW Chief Judge Donna Bettencourt is now accepting applications for the 2017 Sacra-

mento Home Winemakers “Winemaker of the Year” award. 

 

Each year, the SHW Board of Directors invites all members of SHW to compete for the an-

nual home winemaker of the year award.  Points in recognized home wine competitions 

are earned throughout the 2017 home winemaking year.  Applicants must have submit-

ted a minimum of two separate and distinct home wines in the SHW Jubilee, the Califor-

nia State Fair, and one other recognized home wine competition. 

 

Please go to www.sachomewine.org and click on the side column link “Home Wine-

maker of the Year”. There you will find the entry criteria and entry form.  Forms must be 

submitted to Chief Judge, Donna Bettencourt by November 30th midnight at: 

donnab1045@gmail.com, or mailed to Donna at 5208 8th Avenue, Sacramento, CA  95820 

by November 30th.  Contact Donna if you have any questions. 

 

All applicants and the winner will be announced at the December Holiday Party on De-

cember 13, 2017.   

 

Don’t miss out on your chance for bragging rights for a whole year! 

        

 

 

 

 

 

Once again SHW poured outstanding home made wines for people attending the Robert Mondavi Institute Taste event held 
in the Good Life Garden area at UCD. The event is a fundraiser benefitting the viticulture and enology and food science de-

partments. Members Steve Barrett, Thad and Heather Rodgers, Henry Wilkinson ( thanks to Thad’s securing permission 
from his estate), Blair Gould, Judy Pinegar, Donna Bettencourt, Gin Yang and Bill Staehlin, Fred Millar and Seth Brunner 
and Linda Clevenger had their wines poured by Lucas Laubaugh, Lauren Ledesma, Thad and Heather and Seth and Linda. 
The quality and diversity of the wines were appreciated by the attendees, about 350 in number. We hope to see some new 
faces join us at club meetings as a result of this opportunity to let people know about the club and its activities. The club’s 

SHW at Robert Mondavi Institute Taste Event   

October 21st  



 

 

SHW Calendar of Events 

 

• Executive Board Meetings –6:30 PM start; contact Prez Donna Bettencourt for location;  

 donnab1045@gmail.com. 

• General Meetings –7:00 PM start; upstairs at 3349 J Street, Sacramento 

• Meeting and event details -  www.sachomewine.com;  see Events Calendar and latest Newsletter. 
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SHW Calendar of  Events 

General Meeting 
November 15, 7PM 
Wednesday 

Annual Meeting +Tasting of Gold Medalists + 

Luke Laubaugh’s Travelogue:  French Wines 

Executive Board 
Meeting 

Dec 6, 6:30 PM 
Wednesday 

All members welcome.  Location:  Sacramento 

SHW Annual Holiday 
Party 

December 13 
Wednesday Eve 

Holiday Dinner and Fundraiser 

Turn Verein 

See article and reservation form in this newsletter! 



 

Club Equipment Loan Program 

Destemmer-Crusher: RENTAL FEE—$25 

Contact: Matt Sainson (916) 833-4214 

ifermentgrapes@gmail.com 

 
Basket Press—RENTAL FEE—$10 

Craig Brown—(916) 203-9961 

 

Super Jet Buon Vino Filter - RENTAL FEE $5 

Contact Donna Bettencourt (916) 454-5487 

donnab1045@gmail.com 

 

For Information on how to Clean and Use the Super Jet Fil-
ter see videos: http://www.buonvino.com/videos.html 

 

NEW! Scales for Weighing Grapes – RENTAL FEE – $10. 
Scales can be made to tare to container, and weigh up to 400 pounds 

Contact: Craig Brown—(916) 203-9961 

 

All equipment must be returned clean 
 

Additional information can be found at  
http://www.sachomewine.com/member-services/winemaking-

equipment-loan-program/ 

We’re on the Web!  www.SacHomeWine.com 

 
 
 
Mail To: 

2017 BOARD OF DIRECTORS  

Fred Millar — Chair (past president) 

Gary Young (past president) 

J. D. Phelps  (past president 

Joe McGillivray (past president) 

Donna Bettencourt (current president) 

 

2017 Executive Board 

President - Donna Bettencourt 

Vice President - Vacant 

Treasurer - Jacque Brown 

Secretary - Bruce Currie 

Membership Chairs - Gin Yang &  

Fred Millar 

 

Members at Large 

Angie Cassidy 

Bob Peake 

Craig Brown 

 

2017 Committees 

Competition Committee Chair— Vacant  

Education Committee Chair — Gin Yang 

Fundraising Committee Chair — Vacant 

Needed! Volunteers for 

Monthly Meeting  

Hospitality  

Choose a month to help the 

club! 

Bring cubed cheese and sliced 
bread as snacks to the monthly 
meeting.  SHW will reimburse 
for food cost.  Set out food at 
the beginning of  meeting and 
at the end of  evening, package 
up leftover, and help clean ta-
bles.  Please contact Hospitality 
Coordinator Mary Breedlove at 
marybreedlove@sbcglobal.net 
for more information. 

INFORMATION CORNER 

Postage: 

 

2017 Appointed Members 

Cellar Master — Joe Morgan 

Chief Judge — Donna Bettencourt 

Hospitality Chair — Mary Breedlove 

Newsletter Editor — Kevin Hubred 

Web Manager — Judy Pinegar 

 

Return Address: 

Sacramento Home  

Winemakers 

C/O Jacque Brown 

1616 Berkeley Way 

Sacramento, CA 95819 


