
 

September 2016 Sacramento Home Winemakers Program 

 

7:00 P.M. September 21, 2016 

 

Turn Verein, Sacramento 

 

 

 

Please join us in welcoming Sandy Schwing of Trinchero Family Estates Wineries 
as she shares with us the proud and ancient heritage of winemaking.  What was 
once ancient winemaking techniques are making a comeback – who knew!  She 
will also take us on a journey of the pedigree of the Aglianico grape varietal. 

 

Sandy has a Master’s Degree in Ancient Roman History and Culture, is a graduate 
of UC Davis’ Winemaking Certificate program, and is a Certified Sommelier in the 
Court of Master Sommeliers.  For all of you travelers, she is also the co-owner and 
operator of Geek Travel Group which specializes in very small group, customized 
travels to Europe and especially Italy. 

 

As always, remember to bring your own wine glass and wine to share.  The doors 
of Turn Verein are open at 6:30 pm; just go directly upstairs to our meeting room. 

 

Remember to help clean up after the meeting, and drink responsibly. 
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SHW Monthly meet-
ings are held  on the 

third Wednesday of the 
month starting at 7pm, 
upstairs at the Turn 
Verein Hall located at 
3349 J Street in Mid-

town, Sacramento.  For 
more information on 
SHW membership, 

meetings and activities, 
visit: 

www.Sachomewine.com 

Join us on Facebook!!!  

 



 

 The crush is upon us!  

The harvest is happening and 

many of you have already 

crushed and pressed enough 

grapes to fill a semi -truck!  

And there’s more to come; 

Lynne and I will be picking 

Barbera and Zinfandel next 

weekend.  My son and his 

friend will be getting some 

too; I wish I had started mak-

ing wine at 25 years old and had access to mentors, 

equipment and brew shops nearby.  I’d be holding a 

Golden Bear! 

As my tenure as President nears its end, I want to re-
mind you that nominations for our elected positions of 
President and Vice President will be taken by any mem-
ber of the Board of Directors Chair, (Lynn Keay, Gary 
Young, Donna Bettencourt, J. D. Phelps or myself).  I 
urge you to consider serving the Club in one of these 
positions.  In last month’s newsletter I outlined some of 
the programs and resources the Club already has in 
place for the Vice President’s role and you can see that 
it is well defined.  And of course, as President you’ll 
emcee General meetings, lead Executive Board meet-
ings and look out for the welfare of the Club.  The de-
scriptions of the duties of each elected position can be 
found at our website, www.sachomewine.org in the 
Member Resources Tab. Nominations will also be taken 
at the October and November meetings, with voting tak-
ing place at our General meeting in November. A lot of 
you have stepped up your volunteer efforts this year and 
for that I’m truly grateful.  I look forward to seeing all 
of you at our September meeting where Sandy Schwing 
from Terra de Oro winery will be presenting on Ancient 
Winemaking. 
 
 

Applications Being Accepted for 2016 SHW Annual 
Awards 

 

As we are all reminded, it takes a village to run any organiza-
tion or entity.  In that recognition, the Board of Directors in-
vites SHW members to nominate a fellow member who has 
contributed to the club or who has outdone themselves in a 

President’s Message  

particular way. 

 

Please contact Donna Bettencourt at don-
nab1045@gmail.com , Member-Board of Directors if 
you know someone who fits the bill.  The recipients of 
these awards will be honored at our annual Christmas 
Party on December 14. 

 

The Bob Beck Memorial Award – Educator of the 
Year 

 

This award is given to a member who has contributed 
the most to the education of new and veteran home 
winemakers. 

 

The Hal Ellis Memorial Award – For Service “Above 
and Beyond the Crush” 

 

This award recognizes the contributions of a member 
who has outdone themselves in volunteer service to the 
club. 

 

The Stu Shafer Memorial Award -  Most Improved 
Winemaker 

 

Being recognized as having radically improved your 
winemaking knowledge and techniques is no little thing.  
Is there a member who has moved from having friends 
and neighbors flee when they bring their home wine to a 
party to being sought out for their fine wine? 

 

Rookie of the Year Award – 

 

This award is given on occasion to a new SHW member 
who, straight from the gate, has made home winemaking 
their passion and pursuit. 

 

Community Partner Award – 

 

This award is given to a community member or entity 
that has supported the art and science of home winemak-
ing in our region. 
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2016 SHW Harvest Dinner 

 
Wednesday, October 19, 2016 

5:30 PM Wine/Appetizers ~ 6:30 PM Buffet 
 

Club Pheasant Restaurant 
2525 Jefferson Blvd. ~ West Sacramento, CA 95691 

 

The SHW Harvest Dinner is a great opportunity to relax and enjoy a casual evening 
with fellow winemakers. Bring your harvest stories and wines to share with the Club 
Pheasant’s renowned Italian fare.  
 
Cold Appetizers ~ Relish and Cheese Plate with Crackers 
Italian Green Salad ~ Penne Pasta w/ Alfredo Sauce ~ Homemade Beef and Vegetable 
Ravioli ~ Garlic Steak Sandwich ~ Oven Baked Chicken 
 
Complimentary Corkage ~ No Host Bar Available  

 
$32 per person SHW members ~ $37 per person non-SHW members 
(Gratuity and sales tax included)  
 
Cut here -----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  
 
2016 October 19 (Wednesday) Harvest Dinner Reservations  
 
Please make your reservations by October 8. 
Complete form and mail, along with your check to SHW Treasurer  
Jacque Brown * 1616 Berkeley Way * Sacramento 95819   
Questions? Please contact Sue Summersett: sbsummer2002@yahoo.com 

 
Print Your Name ___________________________________ 
 
Phone Number _________________________  
_____SHW Member(s) Attending @ $32 ______ 
_____Non-SHW Member Attending @ $37_____  
$______ Total Remittance  

Information Corner 
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Thank You! 

The past few weeks have been busy for SHW!  Our supporters and members’ generous efforts are very appreciated: 

John Troiano for prepping us for harvest with his fermentation talk at the August 17 meeting. 

Volunteers who helped with the August meeting’s hospitality. 

Volunteers for helping clean up after the meeting, and particularly to Mary Breedlove who after every meeting she 

comes to ensures that the tables are devoid of wine stains and all is put away. 

Bob Peake for coordinating the 2016  SHW Crush T-shirts to be delivered to the September 21 meeting. 

Ron and Kathy Loder for again sharing their home, winery and vineyard for the August 13 Winemaking 101. 

Henry Wilkinson for coordinating the new winemakers group buy, crush, and press.  The Winemaking 101 Crew 

for devoting their expertise, experience, and time at WM 101. 

The new winemakers group mentors and crush crew who, like pros, ran the crush and advised the new winemak-

ers. 

Robert Wharton and Dick Racette who repaired the Club’s crusher’s switch.  Because of their swift and successful 

fix, the Club crusher came back into service with minimal down time. 

Matt Sainson and Craig Brown, equipment coordinators for the Club’s crusher and presses, respectively, for man-

aging the active scheduling of these pieces during harvest. 

Kevin Hubred and Susie Nesseler for hosting September’s executive board meeting. 

Donna Bettencourt, Robert Wharton, and Ron Loder for coordinating the varietal focus group buys for chardon-

nay, barbera, and cabernet franc, respectively. 

Holiday Dinner Committee Volunteers Wanted 

The Club’s annual holiday party is at the Turn Verein this year on December 14, the second Wednesday in 
December.  We welcome back caterer Calyn McKnight who has previously catered SHW events.  This is a 
zero-based event – and we need help with securing tabletop items, self-entertainment, and party décor.   Help 
create the fun!  Contact Gin Yang at ginyangstaehlin@yahoo.com. 

 

Applications Being Accepted for 2016 SHW Winemaker of the Year!! 

 

Every year the Board of Directors of the Sacramento Home Winemakers awards the Winemaker of the Year Award to a member who 
has done particularly well in recognized home wine competitions in the current year.  If you have done well, and wish to submit an appli-
cation, you will find the form on our website (www.sachomewine.org) under the “competition” tab.  Just complete the form and submit it 
to Chief Judge, Donna Bettencourt at donnab1045@gmail.com by November 30, 2016.  In order to compete, you must have entered at 
least two wines in the California State Fair Home Winemaking Competition, the SHW Jubilee Competition, and one other recognized 
juried competition. 

 
 If you still need to improve your scores, there is one last home winemaking competition – The 43rd Annual Cellarmasters Homewine 
Competition.  Entries are due in Los Angeles by November 11th and the competition will be held on Saturday, November 19, 2016.  For 
more information, go to www.cellarmastersla.org  or e-mail lestmj2@hotmail.com. 
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Winemaking 101 

We had too much fun at the August 13 Winemaking 101 workshop at 

Ron and Kathy Loder’s in Granite Bay.  Over 50 new winemakers, 

WM 101 crew of 24, Good Day Sacramento crew, multiple stations 

demonstrating use of hydrometers, yeast proofing, lab work, and equip-

ment use and care.  The day concluded with a vineyard walk, wine, 

food, and thoughts of the new wine makers’ first crush.  Thank you 

Kathy and Ron for your generous hospitality!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lodi Zinfandel Vineyard Walk 

The Saturday following WM 101, J.D. Phelps walked and talked 

through the morning sharing just about everything about zinfandel.  

Thank you, J.D. for your informative session! 
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And the following Saturday - New Winemakers Varietal Focus Group Crush 

Lodi Zinfandel.  Beautiful day.  Tempermental forklift.  Macro bins.  Roaring crushers.  Gazillon fermenters.  
Unloading.  Loading.  Frozen water bottles.  People helping people.  Wine and food, of course!   This was 
SHW’s first harvest at the vineyard home of Erin and J.D. Phelps – thank you for sharing your home…we all 
want a crush pad like yours! 
 
 

No rest yet!  A week later…pressing off the skins.  Now it looks like wine! 



 

SHW Calendar of  Events - 2016 

Executive Board Meetings – start at 6:30 PM; contact President Joe McGillivray for location; pyramid-

lake59@gmail.com. 

General Meetings – 7:00 PM; upstairs at 3349 J Street, Sacramento.  Bring 2 glasses for you unless otherwise 

noted. 

Meeting & Event details -  www.sachomewine.com; see Events Calendar & latest newsletter. 
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SHW Calendar of  Events 

General Meeting 
Sept. 21, 7PM 
Wednesday 

Ancient Winemaking 
Speaker:  Sandy Marchetti Schwing, Terra d’ Oro 

Board Meeting 
Oct. 5, 6:30 PM 
Wednesday 

All members are welcome. 

General Meeting 
Oct. 19, 6:30 PM 
Wednesday 

Harvest Dinner 
The Club Pheasant  Location:  West Sacramento 
See details elsewhere in this newsletter. 

Board Meeting 
Nov. 2, 6:30 PM 
Wednesday 

All members are welcome. 

General Meeting 
Nov. 16, 7 PM 
Wednesday 

Annual Meeting + Fruits, Desserts, Bubblies and Fortifieds Evalua-
tion 
Evaluator TBA 

Board Meeting 
Dec. 7, 6:30 PM 
Wednesday 

All members are welcome.  Location: Sacramento 

Holiday Party 
Dec. 14, 6:00 PM 
Wednesday 

Party’s back at the Turn Verein upstairs.  No general meeting in Decem-
ber.  Note:  2nd Wednesday. 



 

Club Equipment Loan Program 

Destemmer-Crusher: RENTALL FEE—$10.00 

Contact: Matt Sainson (916) 833-4214 

ifermentgrapes@gmail.com 

  
Basket Press—RENTAL FEE—$10.00 

Bottle Filler—RENTAL FEE—$10.00 

Craig Brown—(916) 203-9961 

 

Super Jet Buon Vino Filter - RENTAL FEE $5.00 

Contact Donna Bettencourt (916) 454-5487 

donnab1045@gmail.com 

For Information on how to Clean and Use the Super Jet Fil-
ter see videos: http://www.buonvino.com/videos.html 

 

Corker  - RENTAL FEE _ $5.00  
Contact: Joe McGillivray (916) 261-9438 

pyramidlake59@gmail.com 
 

NEW! Scales for Weighing Grapes – RENTAL FEE – $10. 

Contact: Craig Brown—(916) 203-9961 

 
Additional information can be found at  

http://www.sachomewine.com/member-services/winemaking-
equipment-loan-program/ 

 

We’re on the Web!  www.SacHomeWine.com 

 
 
 
Mail To: 

SHW 

BOARD OF 

DIRECTORS; 

Joe McGillivray 

J. D. Phelps-Past President 

Donna Bettencourt-Past President 

Lynn Keay—Past President 

Gary Young—Past President 

SHW 

Elected Officers 

 

President: Joe McGillivray 

Vice President: - Donna Bettencourt 

Treasurer: - Jacque Brown 

Secretary:—Bruce Currie:  

Membership Chairs: Gin Yang &  

Fred Millar 

 

Members at Large 

Angie Cassidy 

Bob Peake 

Craig Brown 

 

Needed! 

Volunteers for  

Hospitality. 

 
Choose a month 

to help the club! 

Duties are to purchase cheese and 
cracker and/or bread for the 

monthly meeting. The club will re-
imburse you for your expenses. 

Please cut the cheese and slice the 
bread. Most important when the 

meeting has ended, stay to remove 
the left over, package them and 

wash the tables. See Angie Cassidy 
to sign up.  

INFORMATION CORNER 

Postage: 

 

Cellar Master:—Henry Wilkinson 

Chief Judge:—Donna Bettencourt 

Hospitality Chair—Angie Cassidy 

Newsletter Editor—Kevin Hubred 

Competition Chair—Henry Wilkinson 

Harvest Dinner Coord.—Sue Summersett 

Oak Bean Coordinator—Bill Staehlin  

bill.staehlin@sbcglobal.net (916) 216-1753 

Return Address: 

Sacramento Home  

Winemakers 

C/O Jacque Brown 

1616 Berkeley Way 

Sacramento, CA 95819 


