
328 Ingalls Street, Santa Cruz, CA 95060 | U.S.A. | Earth
831.425.3625 | sales@bonnydoonvineyard.com | www.bonnydoonvineyard.com   

2011 Le Vol des Anges | beeswax vineyard

Beeswax Vineyard

B

Sensitive Crystallization 
Dense, tightly knit core of this crystallization 
reveals the immense concentration of this 
single vineyard wine. Layers of overlapping 
crystalline extension reflect the wines  
delicate balance of herbal, floral, fruit  
and sweet characters as well as the presence 
botrytis. Peripheral strength evinces this 
wines minerality and strong connection  
to the soil.

Vital Statistics 
Varietal Blend: Biodynamic®  
    60% grenache blanc, 40% roussanne
Vineyard: Beeswax
Appellation: Arroyo Seco
Alcohol by Volume: 12.3%
Residual Sugar: 11% 
Sugar at harvest: 36˚ brix
TA: 10.0 g/L
pH: 3.87
Production: 149 cases

 y happy chance more than by design, the Beeswax 
Vineyard, located at the very mouth of Arroyo Seco in the 
Salinas Valley of Monterey County, gifted us with its third 
(and quite rare) appearance of botrytised roussanne in 2011, 
supplemented by the first appearance of botrytised grenache 
blanc. One simply has no choice – it is written in the Book 
of Love – but to describe Le Vol des Anges (or The Angel’s 
Flight) as quite out of this world.

Tasting Notes
The name of this wine, while following the extra-terrestrial, 
volitational theme of Le Cigare Volant, also alludes to the 
extraordinary rare chance of encountering a natural occurrence 
of botrytis in the Beeswax Vineyard with these particular 
varieties. In a rare instance of vitaceous synchronicity, the 
name of the vineyard, “Beeswax,” captures the dominant 
flavor element of the wine. Along with honey, apricot, lavender 
and perhaps marzipan, there is a strong scent of citrus peel – 
mostly Osage orange, but also a little grapefruit and perhaps 
mandarin. The ’11 vintage does not have quite the sweetness 
level of the ’06 and ’07, but retains remarkable freshness; 
the natural, mild astringency of the Roussanne balances the 
sweetness exceptionally well.

Vineyard | Production Notes
2011 brought unseasonable dryness to the Beeswax Vineyard 
in Arroyo Seco, with lower humidity and fewer rain showers 
than ideal for the development of the noble rot, botrytis. 
However, with great delight, we harvested sufficient botrytised 
fruit to produce a 2011 vintage of Le Vol des Anges. Hand 
harvested and sorted with great care, selecting only the most 
botrytised fruit from multiple picking passes, prior to tender 
foot stomping and several hours of macération pelliculaire, 
to soak up the sugar and flavors from the desiccated grapes. 
The fruit was then gently pressed to a juice of 36˚ brix before 
undergoing fermentation on its own indigenous yeast in 
stainless steel.

Ingredients
Biodynamic® grapes and sulfur dioxide.

In the winemaking process, the following were used: 
yeast, nutrients, bentonite.
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