
 

 

January 2018 General Meeting Program 
 

January 17 Program Preview 
Eastern European Wines 

 
Have you tasted wines made in Eastern Europe?   
 
Maybe it’s time to dip your taste buds into wines from some of the old-
est winemaking areas ever!  Mark your calendar for SHW’s January 17, 
2018 meeting when we’ll learn more about unique wines made from 
little known wine grapes varieties.   
 
Blue Danube Wine (www.bluedanubewine.com) imports wines from 
several countries in Eastern Europe including Serbia, Crotia, Armenia, 
Georgia and Hungary.  Eric Danch, the NorCal rep for this importer, is 
the evening’s guest speaker and will be sharing interesting stuff on 
wine varieties, along with unusual wine making techniques and cultiva-
tion from this area. 
 
Details forthcoming in the January issue of The Grapevine and at 
SHW’s website at www.sachomewine.com. 
 
 
 
 

Please consume responsibly.  Contact a Board Member if you find yourself beyond 
your limit and we will make sure you get home safely. 
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SHW Monthly meet-
ings are held  on the 

third Wednesday of the 
month starting at 7pm, 

upstairs at the Turn 
Verein Hall located at 
3349 J Street in Mid-

town, Sacramento.  For 
more information on 
SHW membership, 

meetings and activities, 
visit: 

www.Sachomewine.com 

Join us on Facebook!!!  
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President’s Message 

 
“I’m outa here!”“I’m outa here!”“I’m outa here!”“I’m outa here!”    

 

 At the close of my first term as President of the Sacra-
mento Home Winemakers Association in 2012, I wrote the fol-
lowing to our members in my final President’s Message: 

 

 “So, my Presidency is now in the bottle, to be judged 
by future generations of SHW members as to its worth and 
quality.” 

 

 I feel the same way now after four terms as your Presi-
dent.  I am not as good a judge of my wine as those for whom I 
pour it. I guess my approach to winemaking is similar to my 
approach to being President of SHW.  With winemaking, I try 
very hard to “listen” and react to my wine:  What is it going 
through now, what does it need, and how do I move it from 
one change to another?  So it goes with being President.  I have 
tried to listen to the membership.  What is needed now?  I have 
also tried to lead when change was needed.  With winemaking, I 
am working on being intentional; that is, making the wine that I 
set out to make, not accidently, but on purpose.  As President, 
my intent was to guide the club to create a welcoming culture, 
provide educational support to all members at all levels, and 
most of all, to help people relax and have fun while learning to 
make wine (and yes, we are all learning to make wine!) You be 
the judge if I succeeded. 

 

 I want to thank the members of the Executive Board 
for the untiring work they did on behalf of SHW members 
these past twelve months.  I extend thanks to Bruce Currie, 
Secretary; Jacque Fabien Brown, Treasurer; Gin Yang-Staehlen 
and Fred Millar as Membership Committee Co-Chairs.  Gin 
also served strongly as our Education Committee Chair. Thanks 
also go to Judy Pinegar, Webmaster; Kevin Hubrid, Newsletter 
Editor; Mary Breedlove, Hospitality Chair; Joe Morgan, Cel-
larmaster; and thanks to our at large members:  Craig Brown, 

Message from the PresidentMessage from the PresidentMessage from the PresidentMessage from the President    

Angie Cassidy, and Bob Peake. Finally, I want to thank 
our absent friend, Henry Wilkinson, for his service as Vice 
President and Competition Chairperson this past year.  
(Not a meeting goes by that I don’t look for him standing 
at the front near the bar.  I have a framed photo of Henry 
on a wall in my cellar.  I swear to God I could hear a 
chuckle the other day from that direction after I dosed my 
Malbec with tartaric acid instead of the intended K Meta.) 

 

So, my service to the club as President is finished, but not 
complete.  I will find ways to  

contribute where I can, and I will continue to make the 
best home wine that I can, with your help. 

 

Happy Winemaking! 

 

Donna BettencourtDonna BettencourtDonna BettencourtDonna Bettencourt    

 

 

Please Enjoy Responsibly 

 

Far better than any Gold Medal, the best reward for 

making a great wine is simply enjoying and sharing a 

bottle with friends and fellow wine makers. SHW 

wants to remind you to please do so responsibly and 

be aware of your capacity to drive and get home 

safely. Our number one priority is making sure all 

SHW members make it home from club meetings 

and events without in- jury to themselves or others. If 

you find yourself or a friend a glass or two beyond 

being able to do so, please notify a club officer imme-

diately so we can assist in arranging safe transporta-

tion home. 

Page 2 



 

 

 

Where in the World is Mara Couch??      
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Since her graduation from UC Davis’ Viticulture and Enology program, Mara Couch, SHW’s 2016 
scholarship recipient, has been many places.  Mara recently dropped us a line and sent us a few 
photos.  

 

 “Both vineyard photos were taken while I was working in Les Ruelles, a premier cru vineyard par-
cel owned by Château de Chamirey (the winery I am doing my internship with). The grape photo 
was taken on the very first day we received fruit during harvest, and the wine photo was taken dur-
ing my first weekend here back in August. This has been a very valuable experience both person-
ally and professionally--thanks to SHW for helping me while I was at UCD so I could finish my 
studies and make it here!” 
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Unified Wine and Grape Symposium, January 23-25, 2018  –  Trade Show Passes 
 

Sacramento Convention Center will again host the Unified Wine and Grape Symposium.  This 
event is the largest wine and grape industry trade show in North America.   
 
In addition to the symposium’s multi-day sessions and events, the 2-day vendor exhibits, Janu-
ary 24-25, is a gigantic toy store for winemakers and growers, both commercial and amateur 
alike.  Learn about the latest winemaking tools and gadgets, chemicals, and help. 
 
SHW is offering a limited number of “exhibit only” passes for $10 each (funds go to SHW).  
Value for the “exhibits only” passes are $35-70 (depending when one registers). The discount 
is for SHW members only, please.  Limit 2 per membership.   
 
If you’d like to reserve passes (NO guarantee of availability), please email Gin Yang at gin-
yangstaehlin@yahoo.com to be added to the list.  You’ll be contacted as passes become avail-
able. 
 
Big thanks to Blair Gould for making the numerous vendor contacts, and to Gin for coordinat-
ing. If you have a personal connection with any of the symposium’s exhibitors, please contact 
them on behalf of SHW. 
 
 
 
 
2018 SHW Membership – Accepting Applications 
 
SHW is currently accepting applications for the incoming year’s membership.  This annual 
membership is valid from January 2018 – December 2018.  Annual dues are $50 per house-
hold. 
 
Membership comes with many perks including a 6-issue one-year print and digital subscription 
to Winemaker magazine (if joining or renewing by March 1, 2018), getting your wines evalu-
ated at meetings, access to rent winemaking equipment, and discounts at select businesses.  
More details can be found at SHW’s website at www.sachomewine.com.  Click on Member-
ship on the right side of the page.   
 
The 2018 membership form can also be found in this issue of The Grapevine.   
 
Please direct your membership questions to the Membership Chairs:   
Fred Millar -  text/call 916 576-9596; email fredmillar1@gmail.com 
Gin Yang – text/call 916 217-0294; email ginyangstaehlin@yahoo.com. 
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Sacramento Home Winemakers (SHW)  –  2018 Membership Form 
Your Name(s) _________________________________________________________________________ 

Mailing Address _______________________________________________________________________ 

City & Zip _______________________________________ Phone Number (____) __________________ 

Email Address(es)______________________________________________________________________ 

(SHW communicates primarily through emails. If you also prefer the newsletter by USPS, check here: ___ )  

□ Yes    □ No   Share my phone number, city and email addresses with SHW members.  (Note:  street addresses will not be shared.) 

□   New Membership  -  $50 per household (January 2018 – December 2018).  Join by March 1, 2018 to receive a one-year 

subscription to WineMaker Magazine mailed to your address. 

How did you learn about SHW?_____________________________________________________________ 

□ Renew Membership  -  $50 per household (January 2018 – December 2018).  2018 members who renew by March 1, 

2018 will receive a one-year extension to their existing WineMaker magazine subscription.  Subscription is not extended if 

renewing after March 1, 2018.   

□ Opt out of WineMaker magazine subscription (check box). 

Program/meeting topics you’re interested in or why you joined SHW: ____________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

As a condition for membership, I/we agree: 

1)  to comply with SHW’s by-laws and rules; 2)  to promptly pay or reimburse SHW for any fees or other expenses incurred, 

e.g., bank returned checks;  3)  if I or my guests consume alcoholic beverages at a SHW meeting or event, that we will do so 

responsibly (SHW is not responsible for transportation but may assist in obtaining a ride as a courtesy);   

4)  if I or my guests bring wine or other alcoholic beverages to a SHW meeting or event, the item must contain only ingredients 

commonly found in wines or other alcoholic beverages, and does not contain illegal substances, hallucinogens, psychoactives, 

medicinal substances or herbs. 

_________________________________________________________    ___________________________________ 

Signature of Person Applying for Club Membership                                         Date Signed 

Please make check payable to “Sacramento Home Winemakers” and mail with membership form to: 

Bob Peake, SHW Treasurer | P O Box 691 | Folsom CA 95763 

Tell us about you: 
□

□ 

I have been a SHW member since _____________ I’m 

interested in learning to make wine. 

□

□ 

I am making wine. Years making wine: ______ 

I belong to another home winemaking club.  Which one? 

Thanks for supporting SHW.    Choose the 3 volunteer activities where you can best help: 
  Leadership:  □ President    □ Vice President – Programs    □ Treasurer    □ Secretary     □ Membership Chair       □ Cellar 

Master/Assistant Cellar Master   □ Web Site Manager     □ Newsletter Editor     □ Chief Judge/Assistant Chief Judge 

□ Competition Coordinator    □ Education Committee    □ Other (please specify):  ________________________________ 
  Host a board meeting on the first Wednesday of the 

month. Which month is best? ________________ 

  Monthly Hospitality: meeting snacks, set up & clean up:   

□ Coordinate     □ Bring Snack 

  Jubilee Wine Competition and Picnic:  □  Judging 

□ Cellar Help     □ Clerk     □ Chef     □ Logistics 

  Fundraising:  □ Coordinate □ Committee member 

□ Obtain donations  □  Other__________________ 
  Harvest Dinner:  □ Coordinate   □ Find corkage-free res-

taurant 

  Club Equipment Manager/Storage: 

  Holiday Dinner and Fundraiser:   □ Coordinate 

□ Logistics     □ Secure Items     □ Donate Items 

  Home Winery Tours:   □ Coordinate    □  Destination 

Commercial Winery Tours:  □ Coordinate □ Destination 

  
Mentor: □  new winemakers   □  home viJculture 

□  wines/styles (reds, ports, etc) ____________________ 

  Grape Sourcing/Group Buys:  □ Procure □ Manage 

Varietals: ______________________________________ 
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Thank you!! 
 
 

Lots of volunteers help keep SHW running smoothly!  Much appreciation goes out 

to: 
  

• Gold medal winners for sharing their wines and thoughts:  Sue Summersett, Judy Pine-
gar, Bruce Currie, Alan Piccardo, Thad and Heather Rodgers and Donna Bettencourt. 

• Luke Laubaugh for sharing his informative and fun travelogue on France’s wine regions. 
• Fred Millar for a quick trip to San Francisco to pick up the French wines poured at the 

meeting. 
• Melody and Gary Palmero and Fayne Boyd for coordinating the night’s hospitality.  Mel-

ody’s fudge went well with the Rodgers’ Portuguese port! 
• Cori Morgan and Heather Rodgers for selling Holiday Dinner raffle tickets. 
• Daniel Wong, David Hicks, and Bill Staehlin for helping Cellar Master Joe Morgan pour. 
• Kevin Hubred for being the 2017 editor of SHW’s monthly newsletter The Grapevine.  
• Gary Young for hosting December’s executive board and Board of Directors’ meetings. 
 
Congratulations to Terry Piazza-Perham and Lynne McGillivray for each winning a SHW 
Holiday Party ticket at the November meeting.   

 

 

Competition Corner 

The 2018 home winemaking competition season is beginning. Below are a few of the competitions coming up. 

 

Bottle Shock Open 

 

The 5th Annual Bottle Shock Open Home Winemaking Competition judging is scheduled for Thursday, March 8, 2018 in Lodi.  Entries 
are being accepted beginning January 9, 2018 and the last date to drop off entries at drop off locations is February 9, 2018.  The last day 
to accept entries at Woodbridge Winery, the official Cellar for the competition, is February 16, 2018.  For entry information, go to 
www.bottleshockopen.com     

California State Fair Home Wine Competition 

Entries open on February 14, 2018 and close on March 14, 2018.  Judging is being held in Sacramento on Saturday, April 7, 2018.  For 
entry details, go to www.castatefair.org   

 
WineMaker International Amateur Wine Competition 

 
Entries must be received by March 16, 2018.  Entry forms and guidelines can be found at. www.winemakermag.com/com   This year’s 
competition includes meads and hard ciders as well.  One bottle entry, $25 per entry 
El Dorado County Fair Home Wine Competition 

 
Judging is on May 5th.  Details pending. 



 

 

SHW Calendar of Events 

 

• Executive Board Meetings –6:30 PM start; contact Prez Joe McGillivray for location: 

 @ pyramidlake59@gmail.com. 

• General Meetings –7:00 PM start; upstairs at 3349 J Street, Sacramento 

• Meeting and event details -  www.sachomewine.com;  see Events Calendar and latest Newsletter. 
 

 

Executive Board 
Meeting 

Jan 3, 6:30 PM 
Wednesday 

All members welcome.  Location:  Sacramento 

General Meeting 
January 17, 7 PM 
Wednesday 

Eastern European Wines – Eric Danch, Blue Danube Wine 

Executive Board 
Meeting 

February 7, 6:30 PM 
Wednesday 

All members welcome.  Location:  TBA 

General Meeting 
February 21, 7 PM 
Wednesday 

Evaluation of 2017 Whites and Rosés 

Guest Evaluator:  TBA 
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Club Equipment Loan Program 

Destemmer-Crusher: RENTAL FEE—$25 

Contact: Matt Sainson (916) 833-4214 

ifermentgrapes@gmail.com 

 
Basket Press—RENTAL FEE—$10 

Craig Brown—(916) 203-9961 

 

Super Jet Buon Vino Filter - RENTAL FEE $5 

Contact Donna Bettencourt (916) 454-5487 

donnab1045@gmail.com 

 

For Information on how to Clean and Use the Super Jet Fil-
ter see videos: http://www.buonvino.com/videos.html 

 

NEW! Scales for Weighing Grapes – RENTAL FEE – $10. 
Scales can be made to tare to container, and weigh up to 400 pounds 

Contact: Craig Brown—(916) 203-9961 

 

All equipment must be returned clean 
 

Additional information can be found at  
http://www.sachomewine.com/member-services/winemaking-

equipment-loan-program/ 

We’re on the Web!  www.SacHomeWine.com 

 
 
 
Mail To: 

2017 BOARD OF DIRECTORS  

Fred Millar — Chair (past president) 

Gary Young (past president) 

J. D. Phelps  (past president 

Joe McGillivray (past president) 

Donna Bettencourt (current president) 

 

2017 Executive Board 

President - Donna Bettencourt 

Vice President - Vacant 

Treasurer - Jacque Brown 

Secretary - Bruce Currie 

Membership Chairs - Gin Yang &  

Fred Millar 

 

Members at Large 

Angie Cassidy 

Bob Peake 

Craig Brown 

 

2017 Committees 

Competition Committee Chair— Vacant  

Education Committee Chair — Gin Yang 

Fundraising Committee Chair — Vacant 

Needed! Volunteers for 

Monthly Meeting  

Hospitality  

Choose a month to help the 

club! 

Bring cubed cheese and sliced 
bread as snacks to the monthly 
meeting.  SHW will reimburse 
for food cost.  Set out food at 
the beginning of  meeting and 
at the end of  evening, package 
up leftover, and help clean ta-
bles.  Please contact Hospitality 
Coordinator Mary Breedlove at 
marybreedlove@sbcglobal.net 
for more information. 

INFORMATION CORNER 

Postage: 

 

2017 Appointed Members 

Cellar Master — Joe Morgan 

Chief Judge — Donna Bettencourt 

Hospitality Chair — Mary Breedlove 

Newsletter Editor — Kevin Hubred 

Web Manager — Judy Pinegar 

 

Return Address: 

Sacramento Home  

Winemakers 

C/O Jacque Brown 

1616 Berkeley Way 

Sacramento, CA 95819 


